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of Encloſing Waſte Lands, 
8 | AND THE CAUSES OF THE 


PRESENT HIGH-PRICE 


OF 
"BUTCHERS MEAT. 
BEING = 


The SxxTIMENTS of a SoctttyY of FARMERS 
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Venio nunc ad voluptates agricolarum, quibus ego incredi- 
biliter delector: ſed ea ipſa quæ dixi fuiſſe ſentio longiora— 
ignoſcetis autem, nam et ſtudio rerum ruſticarum profectus ſum, 
et Senectus eſt natura loquacior.— Agro bene culto nil poteſt 
eſſe nec uſu uberius nec ſpecie ornatius; ad quem fruendum, 
non modo non retardat, verum etiam invitat, atque allectat 
Senedt um. N Gre ppg oy mip 
| Cicero de Senectute. 
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THE 


! EDITOR% PREFACE. 


HAVE had ſome perſonal experience 
1 in practical farming, but am ſo little 
converſant with modern books on that ſub- 
ject as to be a very incompetent judge of 
their merits. I have reaſon to believe, how- 
ever, that writers not brought up in the arts of 
Agriculture from their childhood, can never ac- 
quire ſuch an eſtabliſhed intimate Know- 
ledge and ſuch feelings on the ſubject, as to 
enable them to ſtate the general ſyſtem in 
its true light; therefore their productions 
ought not to be conſidered in any other 
point of view, how i ingenious ſoever they 
may be, than as ſpeculations. As ſuch, 
though to men of fortune they may afford 
ideas for amuſing, and ſometimes, per- 
3 - haps, for profitable experiments ; yet from 
F the great pacertalnty of ſucceſs, they are 
not 


"C39 
not to be regarded as guides whereby farm- 
ers are to gain a livelihood, and provide 


| for their families, 


ADMITTING this to be the caſe, the 


reader will agree with me in thinking 1t 


ſomewhat unfortunate for agriculture, that 


lawyers, phyſicians, private gentlemen, 
clergymen, and many who have no local 


habitation or a name, ſhould write and pub- 


liſh in abundance; yet very few, if any, 
ſhould ſtart forth authors on the ſubject, 
who have been regularly brought 8 


from their youth to the employment. 


Ir has been afferted, that though farm - 
ers aim at making a myſtery of their 


buſineſs in converſation with gentlemen; 
vet their tranſactions lying open to obſer- 


vation, there is no perſon of common ſa- 


gacity and attention, reſiding upon the 
ſpot, but may ſoon become acquainted 
with their ſyſtem of conduct. Now 1 
have reaſon to believe that there are at 
leaſt three myſteries ; in Practical farming, 


which 
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which gentlemen | in general are not aware 


of, and which muſt long, if not for ever, 
remain a ſecret to the mere obſerver, viz. 
Iſt. The nature oi the ſpecific ground he 


is to work. — 2d. The buying and ſelling, 


and due management of the animals ne- 


ceſſary to be kept.— And zdly. The ac- 


quiring the good will of the clowns, and 


thence forming and eſtabliſhing a recipro- 


cal confidence between himſelf and thaſe 


whom he employs; without which, I ap- 
prehend it has been ſeldom found that 


any 1 N hath farmed to advantage.— 
> firſt two indeed are to be acquired ; 


LM tis only by cloſe attention aud long 


experience. The laſt I believe is ſcarcely 


even obtained, but by thoſe who have 


been brought up fron their childhood 


among the clowns, whom they conſider 
as of their own claſs. Obſervation has 
convinced me, that it gives the clown 


| pleatu re to delude and miſlead he gentleman 


in his notions of farming; and this diſ- 


po tion ariſes partly from a Jealouſy leſt 


the gentleman thould know as much as 
himſelf; 
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vin 1 
himſelf; and partly from the haughty 


contemptuous manner in which he is fre- 
quently treated. 


Tu reader will eaſily diſcover by the 


ſtyle and compoſition of the treatiſe now. 
offered, that it is not the performance of 
a theoretic writer, nor of a ſoc ty of gen- 


tlemen who imagine they underſtand 


farming by their ſtudics or their conver- 
ations ; he will perceive it to contain the 
ſentiments of real farmers, who derive 
from experience the know ledge they have 
here exhibited. 


Taz writer, or rather the amanuenſis 


of this publication, reſides in the country, 
and has for many years been my much 


eſteemed friend. He 1s rather fingular 


in this, that though not deſtitute of claſ- 
ſical learning, or general knowledge, he 
yet received his education among ruſtics, 
and has beſtowed the greateſt part of his 


time and attention in the cultivation of a 
tar m, 195 


FO 
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1 AM aware that the language m made 


uſe of may be thought, in jome places, 
blunt and obſolete, and even vulg ar? in 


others, poſitive and dogmatical; in other, 
too ludicrous for a ſubject of ſo grave a 


ſtood, therefore tautological, and ill-con- 


certed to pleaſe a refined ear. 


IN e to theſe objeftions, take 


the writer's own words. — «© I can truly 
'6:declare,” ſaid he, reſpecting myſelf, 
that I entertain the ſame ſentiments _ 
* with Cicero, as quoted in the title 
oa, + page. —1 profeſs farming to be a ſubject 
ro herein I am incredibly delighted, poſſibly what 
bath afforded me much pleaſure in the writing 
may to others ſeem tireſome, but I claim your 


excuſe; I am on my favourite topic, and old 


age is apt to be loquacious ; however, I ap- 
 prehend no employment 19 be more uſeful, nor 
ornamental, ihan the management of a well 
cultivated farm. — It is moreover a pleaſure, 
awhich not only does not forbid, but even invites 
and altracts old age 2 enjoy. 
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nature; in others, labouring to be "unter: | 
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ee As to ſtyle, I have always under- | 


© ſtood excellence to conſiſt chiefly in 
4 making uſe of ſuch words as were moſt 
& ſuitable to the ſubject, and of courſe 


the moſt eaſily comprehended. J con- 


« {der that it would be out of character 
in the preſent caſe, to aim at the beau- 
ties of language. In order to be man- 


4e ly, clear and conciſe, I have in general 
« adopted the plain ſimplicity of my 
club of farmers, with very few altera- 
tions.“ He obſerved that, while treat- 
ing on facts of which he 1 is certain, he 

ſhould be guilty of affected modeſty, un- 
becoming his character as a farmer, were 
he to aſſume a diffidence in the ſtatement 


of them. With regard to being ſome- 


times ludicrous, he ſaid many of the poſi- 
tions laid down in modern treatiſes, tho”. 
decorated by ſcientific language, together 


with the conduct of thoſe who adhered to 
them, were ſtanding matter for jokes. 


That a pamphlet noticed in the following 


ſheets had afforded a ſubje& for mer- 


riment; and had indecd been partly the 
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occaſion of the preſent treatiſe :—the club 


having thought proper to determine, that 


a confutation of the author's opinions 


ſhould be the ground work for offering 


their own thoughts, long ſince unalter- 


ably fixed, reſpecting the encloſures of 


waſte lands. — He added that he never 
could be induced to think that gravty 


was effential to wiſdom, on the contrary 


he believed he ſhould die in the ſenti- 


ment of his old friend Horace, 
Ridentem dicere verum quid vetat? 


He was ſenſible that he had erred in the 
trequent uſe of egotiſins; yet as elegance 
was not his aim, he would very readily 


give up all the merit of it, provided thoſe 


egotiſms | ſhould render his aſſertions 


more ſatis factory and convincing to a cer- 


tain claſs of his readers; and wiſhed to 
have it remembered, that by the pro- 
noun IJ, is in general, meant, we he 
Society, except where he expreſsly writes 
of himſelf as an individual. Reſpecting 
tautology, he allowed that there might be 
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ee repetitions, which yet, in ſome. 
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B A 
caſes, however, may not be altogether im- 
proper; for as the preſent publication is 
intended for the peruſal of practical huf- 


bandmen, in order that they may bear 14% 


limonmy to theſe 7ruths, as well as for the in- 


formation of others; and as be aprehended 


their judgments to be equally ſound, in 
matters wherein they are competent to 
Judge, yet in general their conceptions are 


leſs quick, and their memories leſs accurate 


than thoſe of men liberally educated; 
therefore how. diſguſting ſoever repett- 


tions may prove to the refined ſcholar, 


plain people frequently find them very con- 


veuicnt. But fluid he, why ſhould I further 


Al at juſtify! ing my ſtyle of writing? Were 


I to ſucceed in making an 8 


tion, the lcarned might perhaps compli— 
ment me by ſaying he b reads well; and 


: afterwards probably it might be thrown 


aſide, and no more thought of. In that 


calc, to what good purpoſe could ſuch 


commendations Tea? for frequently that 


W hich merits the commendations of the 


lifecary W orld on account of the ſtyle of 
| ren, 
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writing, may be unintelligible to the far- 
mer. In a treatiſe of this nature, the en- 
quiries ſhould be, — Is the writer intelligi- 


ble 2 Are his | facts true 2 Does he reaſon 5 


fairly ? are his concluſions juſtly drawn ? 


On theſe grounds, and thels Alone, laid. 
he, let the merit of my treatiſe ſtand or 


fall. = 


I am authoriſed to add that theſe 


thoughts are ſubmitted for the general 


good in a political light, viz. as information 


zo the legiſlatare, not as infiructiuns 1% far- 


mers how to manage their lands, which 


hath been the profeſſed plan of moſt 


writers on farming. The ſubject, here 


treated of, is of the higheſt importance to 


the nation in general; and comprehends, 
I ébelicve, certain truths hitherto not 
touched on by former writers, though 


long known to practical farmers. The 


perſons, whoſe ſentiments are here given, 
are convinced of the truth of the facts, ſo. 


far as their experience warrants, yet as 


that cannot extend to every individual 


ſpot 
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E 
ſpot throughout the nation, they by no 
means conſider their little work as per- 


fect: on the contrary they are certain 
that it will admit of very great improve- 
ments. Sbould the reader therefore after 
peruſal think proper to tend his remarks 


they will be chearfully received, through 
the hands of the bookſeller; and ſhouid the 
future information afford ſufficient reaſons 
for the writer to retract his opinions, he 


hereby pledges himſelf to publiſh his re- 


cantation, in as open and candid a man- 


ner as he has now publiſhed his PR 


| OPINIONS. 


Tux following pages may be confidered 
as an eſſay towards a larger work on the 
ſubject; ſhould theſe meet with approba- | 
tion, they are intended to be reprinted 


with ſuch remarks as may occur, on a 
plan as little expenſive as poſlible, in order 
that the whole may be diſtributed and 

dect the eye of the farmers throughout 


i; a and thereby more fully collect 
the 
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the general opinion on the facts herein 


ſet forth, 


Tx best intention is ſo far from 


the proſpect of gain, that J am deſired to 


aſſure the reader that ſuch gentlemen as 
may be pleaſed to communicate their re- 
marks ſhall be accommodated gratis with 
copies of the future edition, in order that 


they may be diſtributed among their 


country tenants, &c. 


I HAVE : thus diſcharged the truſt repoſ- 


ed in me by my friend. A truſt which 
would not have been undertaken, had 1 
not been firmly perſuaded that the truths 


are of ſuch a nature as highly to merit the 
attention of the legiſlature: for however 


diſagreeable certain truths may be, yet being 


ſuch, in the preſent caſe they cannot be too, 
ſoon known, and generally propagated ; in 


order that further evils now impending, by 
further cncloſures of waſte lands may be 
averted. I am induced to hope and believe, 
therefore, that there will not be wanting 


Per- 


i 


perſons willing to contribute their advice 

and aſſiſtance, to ſo uſeful, important, 

and diſintereſted an undertaking; ſo that 

the general queſtion of the utility or in- 

utility of ſuffering waſte lands to remain 
uncultivated may be candidly, fully, and 

truly diſcuſſed and inveſtigated. 


A FARMER's 


A 
F A R M ER R S 


THOUGHT S, GC. 


MONG the many benefits derived to 
mankind from the Art of Printing, it is 
allowed that ſome evils have ſprung up. Under 
this head, I will venture to claſs the number of 
empirics in every branch of ſcience, who fre- 
quently miſlead the world by plauſible arguments 
on ſubjects whereon they have at beſt a partial 
or ſuperficial knowledge. Hence, futile pro- 
ductions in phyſic, politics, &c, which tend 
to unſettle, if not to miſguide readers, who are 
very apt to think their author a iſe man, 
if he happens to know a little more than them- 
ſelves. —However, in theſe ſciences which are 
deemed learned, ſuch productions create leſs 

JFF. 


E 

miſchief than in the mechanic arts, agriculture, 
&c.— the knowledge of which depends ſo much 
on practice, that when the ſpeculative philoſo- 
pher attempts to give the mechanic or the far- 
mer practical inſtructions, he is e loſt: 
in the mazes of error. 


SHOULD an empiric in phyſic, or any other 
learned ſcience, publiſh abſurd opinions, the 
better {killed of the ſame profeſſion detect his 
abſurdities, and the empiric and his perform- 
ances fink into contempt and oblivion ; but it is 
not ſo with reſpect to farming, and many me- 
chanic arts The farmer, who may be reaſon- 

ably ſuppoſed to know his own buſineſs, better 

than thoſe who never were concerned in ſuch 
occupation (though it has been the faſhion of late 
years to deny it,) ſcarce ever reads, much leſs 
writes on the ſubject; whatever abſurd doctrines 
therefore may be propagated in books, they are 
in very little danger of being publicly confuted 
by a practical farmer. —Hence an evil ariſes of 
great magnitude; literary men, and even the 
legiſlature itſelf, are often deceived by ſpecious 

writers; the fallacy of whoſe arguments farmers 
are ſeldom able to ſet forth. Hence ariſe thoſe 
diſagreements in opinion, ſo generally obſerved 
between the man of ſcience and the farmer— 
they 
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they accuſe each other of ignorance and obſti- 
nacy; and they ſeem to have equal reaſon to do ſo. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the number of books 
which have been written on farming, a ſubject 
which we flatter ourſelves is now better un- 


derſtood than at any former period, I cannot al- 


low of more than four authors, who have really 


given us a ſyſtem of farming, viz. Virgil in his 


Georgics, Columella, Duhamel, and our coun- 
tryman Tull.—Theſe did not, like the modern 
compilers on huſbandry, learn a few principles 


from preceding writers, or gather crude hints 
in London coffee-houſes, &c. nor did they run 
from county to county to glean up partial, or 
perhaps romantic details of particular modes of 


huſbandry, with which ſome practical farmers 
may have been pleaſed to amuſe them. No! 
theſe four writers were all farmers by profeſſion, 
and, though farmers, had liberal minds, cultivated 

by philoſophical ſtudies; their good ſenſe and 
philoſophy taught them to deduce juſt princi- 


ples from their own daily obſervation and expe- 


rience; hence their principles will be found true 


ſo long as farming is practiſed, and their books 
conſulted. But far otherwiſe are the writers of 
late years, although their books may bear the 
donceited preſumptuous titles of Farmer's Guide, 
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Complete Farmer, &c.* are ſo full of errors reſpect- 
ing practice, that the experienced huſbandman, 
who might be thought moſt likely to profit by 
ſuch writings, very juſtly deſpiſes their ſyſtems. 
Can any man who is converſant in huſbandry, 
think that ſuch books are calculated to make a 
farmer out of a London tradeſman, or country 

ſchool-boy ? No! a man muſt be endued with 


great good ſenſe, great experience, patience and 


attention to be a good farmer, and I believe 


theſe qualities are as conſpicuous in perſons 


brought up to this employment from their | in- 


fancy, as in any claſs of men whatever. 


In ſhort, I Gender our modern treatiſes as 
farming romances; ſome of them inculcate good 
general principles, and are ſometimes innocent 
even in their practical experiments; but by no 
means to be made a rule of condut—Such I 


compare to the novels of Fielding, Richardſon, 
or Smollet, which though they have not exhi- 
bited complete ſyſtems of morality, yet afford 
hints for moral conduct. But who would be 


mad enough to inſtruct his ſon to make Tom 


Jones the model of his conduct through life? 
The juſtneſs of the compariſon I could demon- 
| ſtrate by a number of facts which have happened 


* By theſe tiles no particular work is meant to be 
elluded We. 
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within theſe laſt twenty years.—I could give 
names of honeſt induſtrious London tradeſmen, 
who have quitted buſineſs with fortunes ſuffici- 


ent to retire upon during the reſt of their lives, 


merely for the ſake of turning farmers, upon 


the plan of Mr. A. or Mr. B. and have died 


inſolvent with broken hearts, or are now lan- 


guiſhing in priſons. Cervantes did not ſerve 
his countrymen the Spaniards more in publiſh- 


ing the enthuſiaſtic atchievements of Don Quix- 
ote, and thereby making them aſhamed of their 


ancient ideas of chivalry, than an author of the 
preſent age, poſſeſſing ſufficient knowledge, wit, 


and humour, would ſerve this country, by*ridi- 


culing theſe knights-errant in farming, and pre- 
venting future tradeſmen from being deluded by 


theſe viſionary romantic writers, who have pub- 
liſhed their aſſurances of the immenſe riches 
which might be acquired by adopting their ſyſ- 
tem, delivered in polyſyllabical language, circumvoly- 
ting throughout their literary performances in fine 
founding periods, beyond the comprehenſion of the illi. 


 terate and ruſticated profeſſors of agriculture, and 
which have induced theſe honeſt men to emi- 


erate from their ſhops, and ignorantly giving 


bigh prices for lands, which a farmer from rea- 


ſon and experience refuſes, and thereby burying 
their little property ſecundum artem, according to 
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the rules of their favourite author ; an inſtance 
of inſanity which I apprehend to be not much 
inferior to Don Quixote's fighting with a wind- 


mill. But I ſhall here pauſe, leſt my grave 


reader get out of humour; contenting myſelf 
merely with giving the outline, and bequeath- 


ing it moſt willingly to any future writer, 


who may hereafter think proper, to fill up the 
canvaſs. 


Bor 1 apprehend the evil does not reſt here. 
—To my certain knowledge, it has been the 
cuſtorn of land- owners, more particularly within 


twenty miles of London, for many years paſt, 


as ſoon as a leaſe is expired, to trick up the 


houſe, make the homeſtall neat, and raiſe their 


lands from three to five ſhillings per acre, per- 


| haps more, perhaps En r ſuppoſing, 
that though the farmers in the neighbourhood 


ſhould refuſe to give that rent, it will catch the 


eye of a cockney, who inflated with an idea of 
his ſuperior knowledge, compared with that of 


a common farmer, will think an advance of a 


few ſhillings per acre of no great importance; 
for he ſhrewdly reaſons within himſelf, that 


though it may not be worth quite ſo much now, 


yet by his improvements it will preſently be 


worth a great deal more. And what's the event * : 


why, independent of his own ruin, the farm is 


raiſed 


9 „ 
9 raiſed perhaps one fourth above its ancient rent, 
J to the prejudice of the neighbouring farmers, 
and to the nation at large; and a benefit to no 
individual but the land-owner. However, by 
3 the by, it is only a femporary benefit to him; 
for he muſt certainly ſuffer in common with 
the reſt of the people by every national evil. 
TuxRB are other evils ariſing from the publi- 
cation of theſe books the real farmer finding 
theſe new-faſhioned farmers, as they are juſtly 
called by way of. contempt, ſucceed ſo ill in 
their undertakings when governed by books, 
f determines him to proceed in his old way, 
and rejects every idea of modern improvement, 
from hints frequently to be found in books, 
which if attended to, and put in practice by 
gentlemen of property, who hold farms for 
; their amuſement, might tend to improve the 
3 ſyſtem of farming! in his neighbourhood. 


4 * AxoTHER evil is, that 1 tradeſmen, 
1 when they become farmers, bringing down their 
families and connections, introduce expenſive 
| luxuries before unknown in the country, and 
” conſequently deſtroy the ancient amphcaty of a 


farmer” 8 life, 


4 "3g 
38 


Tuxkx is yet an evil ariſing from theſe pub- 
Jications, of much greater magnitude than thoſe 


1 have 
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1 have above ſtated, becauſe it is of a general 
and public nature, namely, their tendency to 


miſlead the legiſlature.— I am convinced that 
many acts of parliament have been paſſed of 


late years, upon the falſe principles which thoſe 
books have inculcated. This circumſtance ap- 


pears to me of great weight. The evils before 


mentioned, I have always conſidered as rather 
partial and temporary, and ſuch as in time may 
poſſibly cure themſelves - becauſe the repeated ill 
ſucceſs of ignorant adventurers, may in time, 
deter other tradeſmen from turning their me- 


chanical inſtruments into ploughſhares but an 
injudicious act of parliament makes the evil per- 


manent and irretrievable. 


1 wisn my reader not to miſunderſtandmy 


5 real idea—although I have freely given my 
opinion that modern farming books have pro- 


duced much miſchief, I mean not to infinu- 
ate that every publication has had that ten- 


dency; nor would J have it thought, that be- 


cauſe I have ſtated the fatal effects of tradeſ- 
men, and other ignorant perſons, who have 


been deluded by injudicious writers, that no 
one ſhould undertake the employment but ſuch 
who were brought up to it for the ſake of a 


livelihood—on the contrary, I wiſh every gen- 


tleman of an independent fortune in this king- 


dom, whoſe ayocations would admit of giving 
5 due 


1 


due attention to a farm, would engage in one, 


and attend to the various hints and obſerva- 
tions to be met with in a courſe of reading 
as it would tend to enlighten the minds of the 
neighbouring farmers, by ſuch improvements 


as would be obvious ;—and though the farmer 


be ever ſo ſlow in making experiments, yet his 
own good ſenſe, notwithſtanding the obſtinacy 


of which he is accuſed, will in time prompt 


him to follow a ſyſtem which he finds to be be- 


neficial. 


Jusricz and candour oblige me, however, 
to declare even to theſe gentlemen, that I do 
not recommend them to undertake farms for 
the ſake of profit, if they do they will proba- 
bly be deceived; the profit ariſing from cul- 


tivation, although conducted with the greateſt 


{kill and attention, is, independent of accidents, 
at beſt ſlow and very moderate; and therefore 
the profits of a farm to a man who has the 


means of acting in a higher employment, 
ought never to induce him to the undertaking, 


or make him to expect to be paid for his time 


and trouble. — If he farm, it ſhould be on my 


amuſement more pleaſing than the artificial 
diverſions of great cities —and if I can farm 
. without 


(10) 
without much loſs, and at the ſame time afford 
any poor induſtrious neighbours a little advice 


and aſſiſtance, I conſider myſelf as amply re- 


warded for all my cares and labour. As I have 


been brought up to farm from my infancy, I 
have been no loſer by the undertaking, but I 


can never conſider it as an object of Profit to a 
gentleman, experto crede roberlo. 


I nav been led into this train of thinking 


more particularly, on account of the late re- 
commendations for the ſale of his Majeſty's 


foreſts, &c. in order that they may be incloſed 


and cultivated : on a ſuppoſition that it would 
de of great benefit to the nation, in two points 


of view ;—in the firſt place, that it would bring 


a great ſum of money into the Exchequer; and 
ſecondly, that the future produce of thoſe lands, 


when cultivated; would produce much addi- 
tional riches to the nation—an idea which I have 
reprobated, as often as I have heard it advanced; 


as being founded on ignorance and miſconcep- 
tion; and partly from reading a pamphlet lately 


publifhed, entitled, Curſory Remarks on the Im- 


Poriance of Agriculture, Sc. The principles the 
writer has laid down, and the concluſions he 
has from thence drawn, appear to be ſo untrue, 
abſurd, and ridiculous, that had 1 caſually met 
wth. 


we 


e 
with the book, without knowing the favourable 
judgment which hath been paſſed on it in the 


Monthly Review“, I ſhould probably, after read- 


ing a few pages, have thrown it aſide as not wor- 
thy a peruſal.— The Reviewer, who may be a 
competent judge of the huibandry of his own. 
neighbourhood, yet if he has not attended to the 
general ſyſtem of farming throughout England, 
will not be offended, it is hoped, if I queſtion | 
his opinion in the preſent caſe. 


Mr arguments are grounded on facts, which 
I imagine, have never yet been made public; 
and that they are really fafs, the reader may be 


aſſured, becauſe no circumſtance is ſtated herein, 
but what has paſſed under my own obſervation. 


As my opinion is diametrically oppoſite to the 
writer of the pamphlet, and as the commenda- 
tions of the Reviewer may have great weight 


and as the author's reaſoning, if approved by 


the legiſlature, might be productive of great 
evil, I confider it as a duty I owe the public, 
to endeavour to offer my objections, in the beſt 
manner I can, to a plan, which, if adopted, 


might be extremely detrimental to the nation in 


general, as well as grievous and unjuſt to indi- 


viduals. 


bs See Monthly Review for January, 1785. | 
3 1 


„ 


IAM aware that my opinions are unpopular, 


both among men of ſcience, and thoſe who 


mean to improve their eſtates by encloſures; I 
therefore run great riſk of being condemned ; 
| however, as they are founded on truth and fact, 


I ſhall venture to inform my countrymen ona 


| ſubject, which, notwithſtanding the number of 
books which have of late years been publiſhed 
thereon, is ſtill but little underſtood, I know it 
to be too much the modern ſyſtem of writing to 
flatter the prejudices of mankind: but as I write 


not for fame, I am leſs ſolicitous 70 pleaſe than to 

infirut ; and though I may combat againſt opini- 
ons adopted i in general by men of ſcience, yet I 
rely ſo much on their candor and real deſire of 


obtaining truth, as to be perſuaded that they will 
give me a patient reading. Should it be found 


that I draw fair concluſions from the premiſes 
laid down, they will credit them, till they are 


proved to be wrong. 


Now with all Job 41 to the learned, 


] beg leave to ſuggeſt the reaſon, as IJ ap- 
prenend, why they have been miſlead in their 
judgments, on the ſubject of agriculture, The 


modern writers on this ſubject, have commonly 
ſet out upon ſound philoſophical general prin- 
e and thus by gens ſteps, led themſelves, 


and 


»> . tO * 8 IS DA R_SS=s 
| . 7 . Ms 8 N r . S ths £ Jy 2 n 2 1 * 
1 3 „ era RCA RES 7 CR ESE 
Fo © N © arg 2 es » . 8 N x wth * pew » Myer 8 SY 3 I "oh. 2a Ls Dee . > 4 
DOOR RESI ER ny WHILST, 9 8 9 5 
3 | £ en ice 3 * * ' 


. 
8 


12 


* 45 


E 1 


and the inexperienced reader, into a miſappli- 


cation of general principles to every individual caſe. 
It is experience only that can ſhew whether 


any given individual caſe can or ought to be 


treated on the general principle; for as to cer- 
tain wniverſal principles, they cannot exiſt, re- 
ſpecting the ſcience of farming, nor in any other 


ſcience that I am acquainted with, unleſs it be 
of mathematics, 


I REMEMBER being ſeveral years ſince, in 
company with ſome gentlemen who had gained 
conſiderable knowledge, either by reading or 
travelling. The ſubject of converſation was, 


the higheſt degree of cultivation this country 
could admit of; they all agreed in one general 
principle, that the greater quantities and more 

valuable product the ground in any country is 
made to yield, the more beneficial it is rendered 
to the nation at large—therefore as a good crop 

of corn is more valuable than a good crop of 


hay, the more ground is employed in tillage for 
corn, in preference to lying as meadow, the 


richer the country will be, and its comparative 

riches would be greater or leſs in proportion to 
the quantities produced of each grain, accord- 
ing to their reſpective value, —This general 
principle having been unanimouſly aſſented to, 
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Done of the company, who had reſided many 
years in the Eaſt, particularly in China, ex- 
claimed, © Why, this being the caſe, I wonder 


ce there is not an act of Parliament to oblige 


ce every one to plough up his graſs grounds, 


* and ſow in future nothing but wheat.” —I ob- 
ſerved, that I thought this was impracticable 


He aflured me I was miſtaken, for that was 
actually the caſe in China. The Emperor forbids 
a blade of graſs to grow in any part of his do- 
minions ; and the reaſon aſhgned in the edict 


for publiſhing this order was, that ground where 


graſs can grow. will produce corn, if properly 


cullivated, by which means the country of China 


was made to produce nouriſhment for three 
times as many inhabitants as any other ſpot on 

the globe of equal extent. Now this oriental 
traveller reaſoned upon good general principles; 
and the truth of his eoncluſion, reſpecting the 


-mode of huſbandry, he recommended to be 


adopted in England, if what he alledged re- 
ſpecting China be true, was confirmed by ex- 
perience and fact. But though his concluſion 
was drawn from juft general principles, and 
corroborated by facts, will any one ſay, that 
with reſpe& to England, it was a juſt conclu- 
fon + ? Is there a perſon who knows the leaft 
of Practical farming will ys that every 
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acre of Saliſbury-Plain, Newmarket, and Odſey 


Heaths, &c. every part of which commons pro- 
duce a moſt beautiful turf, would by all the art 
and induſtry of man, conſidering the nature and 
fituation of the ſoil, be capable of producing 


ſucceſſive crops of wheat that would pay for the 


expence of tillage? If they would not, what is 


the inference? why, we may ſafely pronounce, 


without going to China, that the ſoil of that 


country is very different from ours. — This is a 


ſtrong, though certainly a far-fetched inſtance, 


to prove that general principles, though juſt, 
cannot be properly applied to every particular 
caſe: but to keep my proofs nearer home I could 
adduce innumerable inſtances to ſhew that what 
was right for my neighbour to do with his land, 
which lay contiguous to mine, perhaps parted 
only by a hedge, would from various combi- 
nations of circumſtances have been abſolutely 
wrong for me to have followed; and fo vice 


verſa ſometimes, in reſpect to his following a 


plan Which had ſucceeded with me. 


Tux writer in queſtion, I apprehend, comes 
under the predicament of having miſapplied : 
good general principles to particular caſes, and 
herein he has erred in judgment, though honeſt 


in intention. Who Mr. Lamportis I know not, 


+ 


33 
but I will venture to pronounce, he 1s not 4 
farmer of great experience.—As I venture to 
ſay what he is not, I will now tell the reader what 


ALTaHoven I have had the advantage of a 
grammar education, and have travelled over a 
conſiderable portion of the Continent, as well as 
through the greateſt part of England, for my 
amuſement and information, and at the ſame 
time conſtantly retaining my favourite object, 
agriculture, in my mind; yet I have been ac- 
cuſtomed to the farming buſineſs from my ear- 

lieſt age, and have had a farm in my own 
hands of near two hundred acres of arable and 
meadow land, for fourteen years paſt, And 
my neighbours do not conſider me as a bad 
farmer, although I have never employed a bai- 
liff to inſtruct or adviſe me how to act, 


: - "I 


E 
OBSERVATIONS 


Mir. L AMPORT's REMARKS, 


RESPECTING 


The ENCLOSURES of WASTE-LANDS. 


HE Reviewer, among other things ſays, 
„the author, (viz, Mr. Lamport) ap- 


ec pears to be one of thoſe few writers whoſe zeal 


ce and knowledge are equally conſpicuous, he can- 8 


| « vaſſes all the parts of his ſubject with ſpirit 
« and candour, approving and condemning as 
© redſon and experience ſhall direct his voice.” 


How far Mr. Lamport deſerves this praiſe, I ; 


will hereafter endeavour to ſhew.,—In the mean 
time, I will frankly confeſs, that I think his 
humanity and patriotiſm cannot be roo much 
commended, in ſaying, © Since it has happened 


cs in the courſe of human events, that this na- 


„ tion does not poſſeſs fo large an extent of 
_ «& territory as it lately did, ought it not to be 
« among the juſt of our enquiries, whether the 
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« Jands which it ſtill poſſeſſes cannot be ren- 


* dered more fertile, and capable of ſupplying 


ce the inhabitants of every deſcription, particu- 
c larly huſbandmen and manufacturers, with 


e ſufficient food and employment ; and lend 
« aid towards paying the taxes, and leſfening 


te the load of the national debt?“ 


Anp afterwards aſſures us, that „ Great- 


c Britain may be compared to the land of Ca- 


ec gan, which was not in itſelf like Egypt, lo 


64 fertile from the overflowing of the river 
Nile, as almoſt to ſuperſede the neceſſity of in- 
40 duſtry and {kill, nor yet ſo barren as to be a bar 
* againſt it; but poſſeſſed that happy medium 
which animates the cultivator, by inſuring a 
cc reward adequate to his exertions; that happy 
c medium which finds continual employment 
„ for the labourer moſt conducive to health, 
« population and proſperity.” And then illuſ- 
trates his propotmicn by a quotation from Deu- 
5 teronomy. 


Hap I the leaſt idea that the plan he pro- 


poſes would effect the above laudable purpoſes, 
I ſhould be one of the laſt men in England to 


throw a bar in the way of its execution. But 


when he ſays, that by 6 cultivating the ſurface, 


* „ te el 


C19 1 
ye and ra iſo ing as large a ſlore of proviſions as poſſible, 


% we may enable our manufacturers and artiſts 


= to live comfortably on the allowed price of 


« their labour, and thus proceed with ſpirit in 
« their reſpective occupations, and that our 
« commerce may extend its fails to the greateſt 
« diſtance, and foreign nations be prevented 


from underſelling us“ -A which he lays 
down as an axiom not to be controverted — I 


beg leave in ſome part to deny; for I cannot 
think the raiſing as large a flore of proviſions as poſe 


7 ble, would, in all caſes, without exception, be a 
public benefit; on the contrary, I apprehend that 


it would in many caſes be a very great injury to 


thouſands of individuals; and very fatal in its 
effects, with regard to the nation at large; and 
conſequently it would be an act of frenzy, or 
folly in the greateſt degree to put it into execu- 
tion; and I apprehend the univerſal cultivation 
of the waſte lands in Great Britain, would be 
ſo far from a benefit, that it would be the great- 


eſt evil to this country, which, in the courſe of 
nature or human art, could poſhbly befal it, 


except that of abſolutely being ſwallowed up, 


and ſunk into the bowels of the ocean. Start 
not, reader, at this new and bold affertion ; you 


will find that I have more reaſons than you may 
imagine ta ſupport this extraordinary poſition— 


CS Methinks 


— 
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Methinks J hear you ſay, is it poſſible to con- 
trovert ſo ſelf-evident a propoſition, as that the 
greater plenty we have of the neceſſaries of life, 
the greater benefit to the nation? No, I do not 
deny it as a general, but I deny it when meant as 
an univerſal propoſition. For I ſay that gold may 
be bought too dear, and ſo may corn, or graſs, 
or any other of the uſeful productions of nature. 
Plenty of the neceſſaries of life ahſtractedly 
conſidered, is not of ſo much benefit to a nation, 
as moſt people are apt to think — For it is only 
when that plenty cauſes a cheapneſs that enables 
every rank and degree of people to purchaſe 
a ſufficiency for their ſubſiſtence, which den- 
ſtitutes it a general benefit to mankind : Plenty | 
or ſcarcity of the articles of ſubſiſtence do 
not ultimately govern the price of a com- 
modity, though it may tend to create a tem- 
porary riſe or fall to a certain degree. It is 
the charge of the production, that ſtamps the per- 
manent averaged price on all kinds of commo- 
dities whatever. For inſtance, no poſlible | 
plenty of Dutch holland, or fine muſlins of In- 
dia, could ever cauſe thoſe articles to alter for 
any length of time to an equal low price as the 
coarſe doulas - becauſe the manufactory of 
thoſe fine articles is ſo infinitely more expenſive 
than the coarie, — Admitting then that he 
charge 
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charge of production ſtamps the permanent 


averaged price on all kinds of commodities, 


then I may fairly draw this concluſion ; that 


though by a higher degree of cultivation of the 


lands in this country, we might be able to pro- 
duce twice as much corn and graſs as we pro- 


duce at preſent ; yet, if that corn and graſs ſo 


produced ſhould coſt the nation, or the farmer 


who produced it, on account- of the advanced 

rent of lands, and the exorbitant expences in 
the cultivation, twice as much per load as the 
price of thoſe articles are at preſent, neither the 


nation nor the farmer would mend their condi- 
tion by this encreaſed plenty; on the other 


hand the poor would ſuffer double the diſtreſſes 
they now ſuffer, unleſs their wages were doubled; 
and if their wages were doubled, this would 
effectually put a ſtop to all manufactures car- 


ried on at preſent to ſupply foreign markets. 


Now, I do not believe, in caſe of a gene- 


ral encloſure, that corn would be much dear- 
er, or even much cheaper than at preſent, not- 
withſtanding the greater plenty; for as the 


price of corn is eſtabliſhed in every country in 
Europe, from time to time, according to the aver- 


aged price, or plenty or ſcarcity in the differ- 


ent nations ſhould the cultivation of the waſte 


lands be opted, we ſhould moſt probably 
ne 


1 

produce a great, deal more corn than would be 
required for our home conſumption ; and there- 
fore we ſhould ſend the overplus abroad; and 
_ conſequently the price at home would be the 
ſame as the merchant could ſell it for abroad, 
_ deducting the charges of tranſportation.—But as 
a certain ancient book has ſaid, man does not live 
by bread alone. There are other things to be 
taken into conſideration reſpecting the ſuſte. 
nance of man, beſides corn, namely butcher's 
meat, &c. and it is theſe articles which has given 
birth to my preſent pamphlet. And I here 
lay it down as an axiom which I ſhall endeavour 
to prove, that although the price of butcher's 
meat hath riſen in London to double the 
price it might have been bought for thirty 
years ago; yet ſhould all the waſte lands in 
Great Britain be parcelled out into farms, and 
let to tenants at high rents, in like manner 
as many waſte lands in the kingdom have of 
late years been parcelled and let out, in a 
few years butcher's meat would be double 
in price to what it is at preſent; that is 
to ſay, mutton and beef would be at gd. 
or 10d, a pound at leaſt, unleſs lean cattle 
ſhould be imported from foreign countries. 
Becauſe I am ſure the grazier will not in that 
caſe be able to afford it for leſs, Therefore 
| taking 
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taking for granted for a moment, that I am 
able to eſtabliſh this aſſertion, the reader will, 


I doubt not, agree with me, that the ra ing as 
large a flore of proviſions as poſſible, would not in 


all caſes without exception be'a national benefit ; for 
I believe no one will advance, that the addi- 
tional exportation of corn would be an adequate 
compenſation for ſo great an evil as that of 


doubling the preſent price of butcher's meat. 


I acREE with Mr. Lamport in many parts of 
his work ; but I ſhall take notice only of ſuch 
parts as I diſapprove, —He ſays, p. 47. That 
„ hiſtory has informed us, that thoſe countries 
ec which afford at firſt view no promiſing ap- 
cc pearances of fertility, in a ſtate of nature 
4 where the inhabitants find ſome difficulty at 
* firſt to gain a ſubſiſtence, and which require 
« no ſmall degree of labour in the manage 
« ment of the ſoil, prove in time the moſt po- 

e pulous, are moſt bleſſed. with fruitful au- 

„% tumns, abound moſt in cattle, and all the 
c real comforts of life, and in every reſpect 
ce become the moſt flouriſhing and powerful.“ 


I READILY admit what he here ſays in part to be 
true, but what does it prove in ſupport of his ge- 
neral argument? although the ſuperior {kill and 
induſtry 


_ — 
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Induſtry. of the inhabitants of a country where 
the ſoil is naturally poor, may ſometimes tri- 
umph over the inhabitants of another where 
the ſoil is naturally more fertile; does that 
prove that every poor or barren ſoil to be found 
in this or other countries, can be brought to 
yield equal compenſation for labour, as thoſe 
ſoils which are naturally rich and fertile? Mr. 
Lamport makes but two ſorts of ſoils, namely, 
thoſe which are naturally rich and fertile, and 
thoſe which are by nature poor or barren. He 
ſhould conſider that there are many degrees of 
fertility or barrenneſs. — I have been in coun- 
tries where barely harrowing in the ſeed was 
the only cultivation required to produce the 
moſt immenſe crops ; and as to manure, ſhould 
any have been laid thereon, the corn would have 
been ſo rank as to have rotted before it was ripe, 
On the other hand, there are degrees of poverty; 
for inſtance, ſome ſoils naturally poor pay well 
for cultivation ; there are others which after 
much labour yield a ſcanty crop, not equal in 
value to the expence of raiſing it; there is a 
ſort of poor ſoil, of which there are millions of 
acres in this kingdom which would be much leſs 
| beneficial to the nation, when cultivated by the 
beſt practical mode that could be deviſed, than 
they are in their preſent uncultivated ſtate, and 
theſe 


E 35 J 
theſe different ſorts, I mean hereafter to EX 
plain more fully. I cannot altogether agree 


with Mr. Lamport, when he ſays, that © Every 
« ſingle acre of uncultivated ground is a real phyſical 
«« evil to anyſlate;” For I can mention many 
hundred thouſand acres of waſte lands in this 
kingdom, and which probably have been ſo 


from the beginning of time, which have been 
and ſtill continue to be a great phyfical good, and 


much more ſo than if they were cultivated in 
the beſt manner poſſible. But Mr. Lamport 
having, as he thinks, eſtabliſhed his doctrine on 
a baſis not to be ſhaken, he triumphantly ſays, 
« For my own part, I would rather undertake 
the cultivation of thoſe lands which have not 
had a furrow made in them for a century paſt, 
than be tormented with ſuch as are filled 
with weeds from a long continued miſmanage- 
* ment.” So would I alſo certainly prefer chem, 
provided both were equally good in nature; but 
1 think, and I ſhould not be accuſed of preſump- 
tion by an intelligent farmer were I to aſſert, thatT 


am certain I can purge any land from weeds much 
ſooner, and with much leſs expence, than I can 


make poor land rich. —Mr. Lamport further ſays, 
„That concerning England, it is aſſerted, that 
te it originally produced nothing but ſloes; and 
0 William of Malmeſbury thus writes of the 
D:- | e ſoil 
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& ſoil around the city of Exeter; the ground about 


« iswet and filthy, and will ſcarce bear a crop of bad 


ce oats, often yielding empty ears without grain.” — 
After which comes the following apoſtrophe.— 


«© What will not improvements effect on bad 
ce ſoils, when moſt of the ground which envi- 
rons that city would now rent at thirty ſhil- 


« lings an acre, even were each acre at the di- 


4 ſtance of ten miles from any confiderable mar- 
«© ket-town !”—Could any man of candour and 
knowledge in agriculture miſlead his reader by 
ſuch a falſe concluſion from Malmefbury's ac- 
count of the ancient ſtate of the lands near Ex- 
eter? Had I not a good opinion of Mr. Lam- 
port's intentions, I ſhould have confidered this 
apoſtrophe to be one of the completeſt pieces of 
ſophiſtry to deceive the ignorant and unwary, 
ever practiſed. However it can deceive only 
the ignorant and uncvaty; for every perſon who 
knows any thing of farming, would underſtand 
this ancient writer's expreſſion of wet and filthy, 


to mean no more than that it was a marſhy ſoil, and 


_ zvanted draining, in the ſame manner as the Iſle 
of Dogs, and many other lands on the banks 

of large rivers formerly did, and which every 
farmer knows to be, when properly drained, 
the moſt productive meadow ground in this 


kingdom ; therefore can it reaſonably, or 
with 
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E 
with any degree of probability be ſuppoſed, that 
this ancient authority of William of Malmeſ- 
bury, could tend to inſinuate a ſuggeſtion to an 


intelligent farmer, that all the waſte lands now 


in England, which ch conſiſt of either fff 


clays, with little or no ſtaple of mould to pro- 
duce a profitable vegetation; or of abſolute 
ſands, where no verdure but heath can grow; or 
of chalky ſoils, where there is only a thin car- 


pet of turf to cover the hard barren rock, 


can by any poſſible mieans of cultivation, be 
made to «qual thoſe marſhy grounds when pro- 


perly drained ?—I only aſk the queſtion—let 
the reader judge. He further ſays, 


Agriculture, as to the particular part of it, 


ce js as yet but in its infancy. However, from 
« the laudable exertions lalely made on our waſtes, : 
„e one may venture to aſſert that there is ſcarce 


ce an acre of ground, if not per feclly barren by na- 


ure or ſituation, which may not be brought 
«© amply to repay the improver, either by drain- 


ing, tillage, or planting ;. provided the expences 


cc attending the cultivation do not exceed the natural 
ce porwers of the ſoil, and its internal capacity of 
cc produttion,”— Very well Mr. Lamport ! as 
Touchſtone ſays, there are great virtues in an 


. —Your if and your proviſo ſtand you in good 
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ſtead in this place; for I will venture to aſſert, 
there are many millions of acres in this country 


whoſe nature requires them to be claſſed under 
thoſe ſalvocs ? *. 


Hex afterwards ſays (page 4 « If the lands 
te be let on an improving leaſe.” 


which might tend to corroborate his opinion 


ee of wbich he immediately tells us, 


That this laſt circumſtance was the grand 


& ſecret of the Flemiſh huſbandry? ”— and 
without giving his reader any further informa- 


tion, tranſports him to the bleak and rocky hills ts of 
Scotland. 


7 & XS 


* Tuns is a a palpable inflince of the abſurdity 1 writing 
in a ſtyle not uſually adopted on the ſubject; the writer 
is inveloped in error by his copious language, and the igno- 
rant or indolent reader is alſo miſled reduce the aforego- | 
going quotation from Mr. Lamport into good Saxon Engliſh, | 
and it will appear to ſay nothing at all—and I could give 


Mr. Lamport many inſtances of waſte lands which have 
been incloſed in this country of late years, which have not 


yet, nor have the proipect of ever paying the expence of 


encloſure ; and what is ſtill more unfortunate, not only the 


encloſer bas ſuffered in reſpect to his private property, but 


the nation at large, on account of the land being of leſs 


9 benefit than formeriy. 12 


I expec- 
ted a natural inference to follow this is ypc, g 
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I REJECT the idea, as illiberal, of cavilling at 
the language of a writer on farming, provided 
he conveys good ſenſe, but I confeſs this para- 
graph is to me unintelligible. — But, as 
Mr. Lamport appears to have an honeſt inten- 
tion, however obſcure his expreſſions, I will 
give him credit for ſome meaning in this paſſage, 


and therefore I will hazard a conjecture what 


that meaning might be. And I am inclined to 


ſuppoſe, that his deſign in hinting at the grand 


ſecret of the Flemiſh huſpandry (and which idea 


he takes from his author Mr Harte) was to in- 


ſinuate, that they cultivated every inch of ground 


in their country with great induſtry and ſucceſs, 
and thereby produced great profit to themſelves 


and their country, and therefore wiſhes us to 


| follow their example, 


I am the more inclined to belicye this to be. 


his idea, becauſe, having been myſelf in Flan- 


ders, that circumſtance is certainly true, with 


reſpect to great part of that country; it being 


cultivated with the moſt aſſiduous attention, be- 


yond any other J ever travelled through. But 
ſtill I would wiſh to inform Mr. Lamport, and 
my reader, that there is a great part even of 


Flanders, which the induſtrious Fleming has 


never wende to cultivate for inſtance, a 


tract 


= coo 
| taa&t of country which I have paſſed over from 
Dunkirk to Calais, yet remains a barren un- 
cultivated ſand for ſeveral leagues diſtant from 
the ſea ſhore : and the ſame may be ſaid of the 
eaſtern extremities, which are bounded by un- 
_ cultivated mountains, and barren rocks. 
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I wiLL not enter into the accuracy of Mr. 3B 
Lamport's «eſtimates, reſpecting the number of 
acres in England *; nor of the averaged rent _ 
per acre of ſuch part as is cultivated  ; nor of 1 
the number of acres now under cultivation, ei- 
ther in meadow, paſture, or arable ; nor ſhould 
T have had any objection to his ſtating, that 
twenty millions of acres were employed, for 
: houſes, gardens, parks, lawns, rivers, ſwamps, 
roads, and barren ſpots, had I not ſuppoſed he 
was ſomewhat inaccurate in not conſidering that 
latens, ſwamps, and barren ſpots, are either ſub- 
ject to a rent, or are eſteemed as waſte lands, for 
people ſeldom occupy them, either for pleaſure 
or convenience, unleſs included as part of their 
parks, Therefore, I muſt confider, that he has 
over-rated the lands occupied, and not tenanted 
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7 SEVENTY-TWO millions of acres. 
+ ELEveN ſhillings and four-pence. 
t Turxrx-s1x millions, | 
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by farmers; d 1 1 W i has cal- 


culated this part of lands of Englund much 
too high, Now, Fuppoling his he calcula- 
tions to be juſt, it is reaſonable to imagine we 
| have twenty millions of acres of waſte or un- 


cultivated land in England, though he calcu- 
lates them at no more than fixteen millions. 


Admitting then his premiſes to be well-founded, 
1 have greatly encreaſed the ſuppoſed gain by 
his own plan. 5 


Bo he ablerves, it is ſuppoſed « That the 


c rental of the eſtates in cultivation would not 


« amount to any thing like twenty millions of 


c money were it not for the right of common 
« annexed to many of them in the leaſe, ſo 


« that in reality the farmers do pay rent for the 


« waſte lands,” which he thinks © 70 be 4 
& detriment to them, and a ftill much greater evil 
ce to the nation. "—And which he thus cxem- 
plifics : I 


Tx cultivated lands are ſuppoſed to pro- 
duce three rentals, or ſixty millions, —If the 
whole land may be brought to produce one- 
fifth more, the rental to the land owners wall 
« then amount to twenty-four millions, and 


N 


cc the produce to the ration at three rentals 7o the 


* 


additional ſum of twelve millions.” 
„„ „ Bur 


L 32 J 
Bur he ſays © The advantages do not reſt 3 
e here: the farmers will not only be enabled to : f 
keep a greater number of cattle; but raiſe = 
« each of thoſe they rear to a fize almoſt 
. double to what is at preſent effected by keep- 
4c ing them almoſt ſtarving, eſpecially the wo 
cc firſt years, on heaths and commons: for 
„ when once impeded in their free and regular 
60 growth, from want of a ſufficient quantity of 
c wholeſome food, they will never recover their 
« proper ſize, tho” fed afterwards on the ſtrong- 
&« eſt lands. Young ſtock kept on turnips in 
& cold months till they are two years old, ſcarce 
« know their having paſſed through a couple of 
& winters. By a ſufficiency of nouriſhing food, 
cc with an agreeable variety, the lands on which 
« they are kept will be inſenſibly improving, 4 
ce the cattle will be leſs liable to diforders, and = 
« throw off at their death hides and ſkins, to 3 
cc ſay nothing of the tallow, of a far ſuperior 1 
« quality as well as fize; requiring leſs expenee 1 
cc likewiſe in the dreſſing of them. They will, $ 
« in every reſpect, yield the greateſt clear profit | 3 
cc to the farmer who rears them, to the grazier 
cc who fattens them, to the butcher, the tanner, 
cc and in fact to the whole community: for 
« while young they muſt grow in ſome parts of 
d the body or other ; if kept half ſtarved, they 
66 will 
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te will grow unſhapely; and it is a maxim 
© among graziers, that the bandſomer the 
« cattle the quicker they fatten.” And he 
concludes his remarks with this obſervation, 
c That from theſe and other circumſtances, I 
& am ſatisfied as to a queſtion, concerning which 
6 J was for a long time in doubt, whether the 
© farmers themſelves ever gained a ſhilling a 
cc year clear profit by their ſuppoſed advan- 
© tageous right of common? For, as I obſerv- 
ce ed before, the rents of their eſtates are raiſed 
« on this account, and therefore the kingdom has 
been a conſiderable loſer by the waſte, as it is Juſtly 
8 Fed's in _ ſenſe of the word.” 5 


N 


Tus preceding quotation appears to contain 
a confiderable ſhare of good ſenſe, knowledge, and 
falacious argument; and ſuch a mixture 1s not 
ſo much to be wondered at in a book of farm 
ing, ſuppoſing it to be written by a perſon who 
derives the greateſt part of his experimental 
knowledge from the limited circle of his own 
' neighbourhood, becauſe merely local knowledge 
is very incompetent to form a general ſyſtem of 
farming: with reſpect to the given ſpot he may 
judge truly; but when he ſpeaks of the king- 
dom at large, he inevitably betrays his ignorance, 
For I repeat what I have before hinted, that it 
3 TBB 
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may as well be imagined that there may be in- 


vented from the materia medica, a ſpecific re- 
medy againſt every diſorder to which mankind. 
are liable, without diſtinction of age, ſex, con- 
ſtitution, &c. as to be able to fix upon one ſpe- 
cific plan of huſbandry, ſuitable to every ſoil in 
Great Britain.—For though a mathematician 
may truly ſay, give me two angles of a triangle, 
and I am certain of truly deſcribing the third 
angle. Vet farming not being a mathematical 
ſcience, there are but few deductions in regard 


to it drawn from experience merely in one given 


pot, which mf e; be true e 


others.” , 25 


TaknzrokE this reverie of Mr. Lamport puts 
me in mind of the lad in the Arabian Tales, who 
dreamed of the vaſt riches he was to acquire, by 
the baſket of eggs which lay under his feet. 

However, I make no doubt, but many of his 


readers, particularly thoſe of a lethargic diſpo- 
fition, will fall into his viſionary and romantic 


ideas; and as a pleaſant dream is quamdiu a 


pleaſant thing, I would wiſh my reader to fink 


into this pleaſing re reverie for 4 while, and take = 
it for granted : : 
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Fixsr, That the farmers do actually pay more 


rents for the waſte lands, than the benefits they 


receive from them are worth; and conſequently 
mould thoſe lands be encloſed, even the farmer 
himſelf would be a gainer, rather than a loſer 
by the bargain : That being admitted, then, 


SECONDLY, If all the waſte lands in England 
(which Mr. La mport ſtates at about one-fifth of 
the whole) were cultivated, they would produce 

twelve millions ſterling more than the preſent 
produce; and we are aſſured of this being a 


fact, by Mr. Lamport, who has very emphati- 


cally affirmed, * that if they Will not produce that, 
oy” "Oe 2 produce nothing.” 


Snoop theſe circumſtances appear upon EX» 
amination to be true, what an amazing diſco- 
very is here made No leſs than an additional 
annual gain of Tele millions, —More than three 
times as much as his moſt catholic Majeſty re- 
\ ceives annually from his mines of Mexico and 
Peru; and more than five times as much as the 
moſt ſanguine encouragers of our Aſiatic com- 
merce have calculated the benefits hereafter to 
be derived from our connections in India. 
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Reaper, pauſe here a while, and ſurvey 
this rich and extended proſpect, does it not 


diſperſe all the cloudy vapours which have hung 
on your mind, ſince the accurſed American 


war ?—See the land of Canaan before you, which 


ſhall compenſate for all the expences; loſſes and 
diſappointments which this nation has experi- 


enced of late. What 1s the late encreaſed debt 


of upwards of one hundred millions ſterling, or 
the annual encreaſed intereſt on the ſame, 


amounting to between three and four millions 


per annum? Why it is no more than a mort- 


gage, upon the new diſcovered wealth, of about 


\ one-third of its value, —Methinks I hear my 
reader glowing with patriotic zeal and ardour, 


exclaim in the language of Quidnunc, in the 


Upholſterer—How are we ruined ? 


Ir thou ſeekeſt ine own 8 reader, 
thou wilt lay my book aſide, and read no more 
at preſent—leſt, peradventure, my barbarous 
pen, even as thou haſt ſeen an houſe painter's 


' bruſh deftroy a beautiful freſco painting on a 
wall, ſhould deface and 1 this 0 
proſpect. | 


4 HAVE for many years paſt laid it down in 
my mind as a truth, that agriculture is the pa- 
| rent | 
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rent of induſtry and wealth. A well conducted 


fyſtem of farming is the only root from whence 


can ſpring a laſting wealth, power, and happi- 
neſs to this nation. For though commerce may 


for a time produce wealth, yet it inevitably at the 
ſame time will produce luxury. Trade, manufac- 
tures, and commerce ſhould therefore be treated 
only as the hand-maids or ſervants to agriculture. 
Whenever the farming intereſt ſhall be confider- 


ed by the legiſlature as ſubſervient to the trading 
intereſt, his nation from that moment is ending 


towards decline. —Firſt, in reſpect to power and 
| happineſs, and afterwards in reſpect to wealth. 
Therefore, in ſuch caſe I conſider this country in 
the ſame ſituation as a rich widow with a large 


family, marrying a prodigal ſervant to the ruin 
of herſelf and her children, 1 e 


I nave ſo much enthuſiaſtic zeal for my 
country's good, that I laboured a conſiderable 
time to eſtabliſh in my mind the truth of Mr. 


Lamport's poſitions ;—but alas! I ſoon found 
that his picture was drawn from imagination, 


and not from nature. — And as deceptions have 
for ſome time been injurious, I thus warn my 


countrymen ;: ſome of them may not, perhaps, 
wiſh to be undeceived. Qui vult decepi, decipia- 
ur. „ TOs | 
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1 SHALL therefore now examine with all poſ- 
ſible candour, conſiſtently with truth, 1ſt, Whes- 
ther the farmers do actually at this time pay 


for the lands now lying waſte, more rent than 


the benefits they receive therefrom are worth ; 


and whether, ſhould all thoſe lands be encloſed, 


be (the farmer) as well as the nation at large 


would be gainers rather than loſers by the 
meaſure.——2dly. Admitting that to be the 
| caſe, whether the waſte lands in this country, 


if incloſed, would probably produce a clear 
profit to the nation of twelve millions ſterling, 


per annum, more than at preſent, which Mr. 
9 has aſſerted. 


I Do not mean to prove any thing by mere 
argumentation, therefore I ſhall in general con- 
tent myſelf with ſtating Facts. — However, I beg 
leave to remind the reader, that, if the farmers 
do really pay ſuch a great rent for their preſent, 


waſte lands, it is at leaſt of ſome benefit; and 


I think Mr. Lamport has too much equity to 
deny, that ſhould they be deprived of that uſe 
and benefit, however ſmall it may be, by encloſ- 


ing the waſtes, the farmer ought to have a 
compenſation equal to the real benefit he now 


actually enjoys. And who can equitably de- 
termine > the preciſe advantage every individual 4 


farmer 


2 " +. 
* Ws - 


8 * 


farmer may receive therefrom? 


x hs » 1 ** 
1 e . STS, 


E 3 
But admit- 
ing that this might be equitably determined, 


out of what fund is it to come ?—T am afraid 
it muſt ſomehow or other be a deduction from 


Mr. Lot. s twelve millions. 


Mz. LAurokr has not anly farght to ſtate 


this circumſtance; but I apprehend he has 


alſo declared the thing that is not. For I will 


venture to aſſert, that the generality of thoſe 
who receive a benefit from the herbage of waſte 
lands, do zot, one with another, pay an en- 


creaſed rent on account of ſuch benefit, of o 


half, nay, I may venture to ſay, not one third 

of the value of the benefits they now enjoy 
thereby; but admitting for 2 moment that it 
is a third and no more; then, in that caſe 
they, upon a deprivation of thoſe benefits have 


an equitable claim as compenſation to three 
times as much as they now pay for the ſame, 
which would make a ſtill larger deduction from 


Mr. Lamport s twelve millions, 


Mx. Layrort muſt ite allow that what the 
farmers gain from the waſte lands, 1 is alſo a gain 


to the nation at large. 
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more to bis ſatisfaction, inform himſelf. 


L 40 


Bur as I would not have the reader adopt 


an opinion of mine till corroborated by facts: 


I would have him take for granted, the facts 
I have adduced only, till ſuch time as he cans 


—1 
will now ſet forth the facts which induce me 


to apprehend, that not one third of the benefit 
ariſing from waſte lands, is at preſent paid as 
an encreaſed rent on that account. 


Mn. LAurokr wert that be is not wholly 
unacquainted with the proper method of rear- 
ing cattle, when he ſays, © That thoſe catile are 


& much ſuperior in point of ſize, quality, and ſhape ; 
cc and in every other reſpect, which are duly fed 
cc with wholeſome food in winter, than thoſe who 


cc for their firſt two winters are almoſt ftlarving on 


et þeaths and commons.” And indeed ſuch people 
as are not in any wiſe converſant in farming 
may naturally ſuppoſe this obſervation to be 
juſt. —But, however, be that as it may, I am 


very certain, I never yet converſed with a 


farmer who was not of that opinion, and for 


which reaſon it is almoſt their invariable cuſ- 


tom to take their cattle home in the winter, and 


feed them in their own paſtures or yards, if 


they have the poſſible means of doing it, and | 
he that ſhould act otherwiſe in any country, 


with 


(4a) 
with which I am converſant, would be called 
a a fool or a madman : but one of the principal 
advantages arifing to a farmer from a neighbour- 
ing common is, that as the herbage his cattle 
receive on the common during the ſummer 
months, ſupports them in equal good health, 

thoꝰ perhaps they are not fo fat as if they were 
always kept on his own grounds ; as ſoon as 
the graſs begins to ſhoot in the ſpring, he can 
ſend all his cattle to the common till after 
mowing ; by which means he has all his firſt 
graſs crops in barns or ſtacks, inſtead of a 
great part of it being eaten off by his own live 
ſtock. This ſurely is ſo far from being a detri- 
ment to the farmer, that it is an eſlential be- 
nefit. 


Lev us confder what he pays for enjoying 
this benefit :—Mr. Lamport ſays more than it 
is worth My farm is ſituated on the confines 
of two large pariſhes, each of which have com- 
mons belonging to them, from 1500 to 2000 
acres; on both of which commons, I as well 
as many other farmers in my neighbourhood, 
have an unlimited right of commonage, and 
though we are not bound by any manerial or 
parochial reſtrictions to any particular quantity 
or number of cattle reſpectively, our own pru- | 
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dence governs and reſtrains us on that head; 


we do not ſtock ourſelves with more cattle in 


the ſummer to feed on the commons, than we 


can properly keep at home in the winter. 


Now what do my neighbours pay to their 


landlords for this benefit ?—N othing ſtipulated 


or fixed, — the tenant previous to his agree- 
ment for the farm, ſurveys each field, and eſti- 
mates what each is worth per acre to the beſt 


of his judgment, and if he thinks the land is 
worth per acre what it is ſet at, he takes the 


farm without any additional rent to be paid for 


the commonage. It is only an inticement to 
the farmer to prefer that farm to another of the 
ſame rent and quality, which has not thoſe ad- 
vantages.— And thoſe advantages to a farmer 
depend ſo much on his own ſkill, good con- 
duct, and ſucceſs, that I never knew a farm 
of (for inftance) 100 acres of ground valued at 


6d. per acre the more for having ſuch advan- 


tage But Mr. Lamport ſays, that the farmers 


do actually at this time pay more rent for the 
lands now lying waſte, than the benefits they 


receive therefrom amount to.—Either the facts 


he founds his opinion on, or the facts J have 


tated, are falſe ; let the reader enquire into this 


matter and form his opinion accordingly. 
Wux 
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ob: Jo 
Wurm I ſuppoſe there is little or no ſtipulated 
rent paid, in general, by farmers for the right 
of commonage on waſte land: I mean ſuch 
right as is enjoyed by him in common with the 
reſt of the inhabitants of the pariſh; however 


when ſpecific farms have excluſive right to par- 
ticular waſte, I have known confiderable an- 


nual rent given for the ſame. And it is alſo to 
be obſerved, that in many pariſhes each inha- 


bitant pays a ſtipulated ſum every year to the 
lord of the manor, of four-pence, or fix-pence 


per beaſt, more or leſs, for the right of common, 
which is uſually paid at branding time. 

Bur in order that the reader may follow me 
in my reaſoning with more preciſion and cer- 
tainty, I beg leave to ſer forth to him, other 


_ claſſes of people living near great commons, 
beſides farmers, who derive very eſſential advan- 
tages from their right of common; namely, 


the cottager, the mechanic, and inferior ſhop- 


keepers; but more particularly the cottagers, 


who in general are labourers to the farmers ; 


this common-right is an incitement to induſtry, 
and alſo an encouragement to the young men 


and women to intermarry, and is the means of 


ſupporting their children with credit and com- 


fort, and of courſe renders them very valuable 
w 3 mem- 
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members of ſociety. — The children of theſe 


eottagers brought up under an induſtrious fa» 
ther and mother, are ſent to yearly ſervice 
amongſt farmers, &c, and if in the courſe of 
a few years ſervice, the young man can ſcrape 

up 201, or 3ol, and finds a young woman that 


he likes, poſſeſſed with nearly an equal ſum, 


they ſtrike a bargain and agree to marry as ſoon 
as they can find a cottage near the common; 


they then ſtock their cottage with cows, calves, 


ſheep, hogs, poultry, &c. as much as their 
little fortunes will admit of, He then hires 


himſelf as a day labourer to a neighbouring 


farmer, and the wife ſtays at home to look 
after the live ſtock, I could mention many 
cottagers in my neighbourhood under this pre- 
dicament, who keep two or three milch cows, 
two or three calves a rearing, forty or fifty ſheep, 


two or three hogs, and poultry conſiſting of 
chickens, ducks, geeſe and turkies, to the 


amount in number of fifty to one hundred 
in a year, according as they may have had ſuc. 
ceſs.— And what do theſe cottagers pay for all 
thoſe advantages? Why nothing but the rent 
for his cottage, his orchard, his piece of mea- 
dow ground, of perhaps one, two or three acres, 

more or leſs, viz, Y 5 
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Total annual rent for houſe, garden, — 


85 [45-3 
For his houſe, garden, and orchard, 
CTP .4 4 0 


His three acres of ground, at 30s 4 10 © 


Deduct for the apples and other 
fruit he ſells out of his orchard one 
year with another — 0 


orchard, (excluſive of fruit ſold) 
three acres of ground and un- 5 
limited right of commonage 5 110 


As the reader may wiſh to know how be 
maintains his cattle in winter, I will inform 
him. — Some out of an imprudent covetouſneſs, 


let their ſheep, for inſtance, take their chance 


on the common during the winter, by which 
conduct they frequently loſe many; but in 
that loſs they comfort themſelves with thinking, 
that if they don't get much by their ſheep, the 
ſheep coſt them nothing. Others more pro- 
vident ſend their ſheep to board with farmers, 
who have more lands than ſufficient to keep 
their own live ſtock, at the rate of 28.—28. 6d, 


or 3s. per ſcore per week, during the ſevere 


winter months; at which prices I take them, 
according as mey may be, lambs, wethers, or 
ewes i 
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ewes; and part of each Sunday during that 


time is employed by the cottagers in a viſit to 


their ſheep ; by which means their ſheep are as 


well taken care of in the winter as the farmer's 


are, and the expence of wintering them in 
this. manner is amply repaid by the condition 
they find their flock in, the enſuing ſpring. As 
to their cows during the winter, the hay pro- 
duced by their meadow ground ſerves for their 


fupport : by this means I have known inſtances 


of the wife's management of the live ſtock, to- 
gether with the carnings of herſelf and her chil- 


dren in hay time, and harveſt, &c. produce 


nearly as much money in the courſe of the 
year, as her huſband by all his labour during 
the ſame time. I will moreover venture to 
pronounce the greateſt part of the live ſtock, 
viz. of cows, ſheep, hogs, poultry, &. ſeen 


upon the commons in general, in my neigh- 


bourhood, which are very numerous and ex- 


tenfive, are the property of cottagers; becauſe, 
as I before obſerved, it is during a {mall part of 


the year, namely, from the time the graſs begins 


to ſhoot to the mowing time, that farmers in 
general make any great uſe of commons.— 


However, if Mr, Lamport's aſſertions are to be 
credited in preference to the facts I have laid 
down, let the legiſlature agree with him, that the 
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commons in their preſent ſtate are perfedfly uſe- 


les, and are properly ſtiled waſtes in every ſenſe of 


the word. In the mean time, I do not accuſe 


Mr. Lamport of fingularity in his affertions. 


For I know many people in my own neighbour- 
hood, who conſider themſelves as men of en- 


| larged underſtandings, tho', by the bye, they are 
not farmers, who will aſſert, that commons are 
productive of much evil, and no good; yet if they 


would but give themſelves the trouble to exa- 


mine into the ſyſtem of œconomy of hundreds 
of cottagers in their own neighbourhood, they 
could make themſelves certain with regard to 


the truth of the facts I have above ſtated. 


SHOULD my reader ſay, that tho' what I have 


deſcribed reſpecting the cottagers who live in 
my neighbourhood be true, yet it is not ſo in 
general. —I anſwer, that if it is not in general true 
reſpecting all commons, I am perſuaded it is 


owing to the cott gers not having the ſame 
advantages, — I know the diſpoſition of a clown 
too well to doubt his conduct being the ſame, 


wherever he has the ſame opportunities. I can- 


not think that (however at preſent he may be 
deſpiſed) he is diveſted of common ſenſe, and 


common feelings; and the common feelings will 
direck him to provide himſelf a comfortable 
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E 
fublillence in his old age; and alſo a ſubſiſtence 
for his children after him, provided there be a 


means of ſo doing ; and ſhould my opinions be 

objected to, I would aſk, is there a cottage 
empty under the circumſtances which I have 
deſcribed ?—I know of none ;— but I know 
many labouring huſbandmen who are impati- 
ently waiting for them. 


Bur it has been the faſhion for many years 
paſt to deſtroy the cottages in the neighbour- 
hood of commons, on the pretence of their being 
injurious to the public, and ſerving only to 
harbour thieves, &c. And tho' this may be 


and when frequent, I attribute the abuſe more to 
the bad magiſtracy in the neighbourhood, than 
as an evil naturally arifing from ſuch detached | 


cottages. —The real fact is, that the great far- 


mers diſlike them, becauſe they conſider them as 
| infringements of their own rights of common; 
and I know many farmers who for that reaſon 
will not employ any cottager who is poſſeſſed of 
any kind of beaſt, altho' he may have a juſt 
right and conveniency to keep them. — This ad- 
ded to the trouble they give to many ſtewards of 


eſtates, who finding that the repairs and collect- 


ing the rents of cottages create much trouble, 
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are very ready to give way to the wiſhes of the 
farmer, and are reaſons among ſeveral others 


which might be aſſigned why we ſee very few 
new cottages erected on commons, and many 
daily tumbling to ruin for want of repair. 


Wuar I have above ſaid reſpecting cottages 


and cottagers, I apprehend will ſuffice with re- 
gard to the preſent queſtion ; however I mean 


to treat this ſubject hereafter more at large. 


Tux waſte lands which J have hitherto had 


in view, have been chiefly ſuch as his Majeſty's 


foreſts, and chaſes, and commons belonging to 
pariſhes, whoſe ſoils will admit of food for 


cos, horſes, &c. and are interſperſed with 
wood- lands and cottages, I will now make a 


few obſervations on ſuch commons as come 


under a different deſcription, viz. ſuch as are 
on a chalk rocky ſoil, of which nature there are 


many very extenſive ones; for inſtance, Salil- 
bury-Plain, N ewmarket-Heath, Odſey-Heath, 
&, On theſe you ſee few or no cotta- 


ges, and, as to trees, the ſoil is incapable of 
producing them.— The benefit of theſe com- 


mons is confined merely to the farmer, without 


contributing ſcarce any benefit to the collager; 
but then to the neighbouring n the benefit 
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15 very great. On theſe commons they keep 
large breeding flocks of ſheep, no other beaſt 
being able to live upon them, and they fold 
thoſe theep on their corn lands every night in 
the ſummer months, and hence ariſe three 
very eſſential benefits to the farmer, and of courſe 
to the puviic; namely, a large ſupply of lean 
ſtock for the rich paſture lands,which are not ſo 
proper for the breeding as for fattening of cattle, 
2dly. an immenſe production of wool ot the fine 
ſort fit for clothiers, and which the encloſed im- 
proved lands cannot produce of equal good qua- 
lity. 3dly. By folding the neighbouring arable 
lands with the ſheep, ſubfiited by thoſe com- 
mons and thereby obtain good crops of 
turnips and corn, and in reſpect to the 
greateſt part of theſe lands, th eſe are the only 
pollible means of rendering them worth culti- 


„vating. Should any one ſay, that there are 


poſſible means of rendering Hliofe heaths more 
profitable by any mode of cultivation whatever, 
| I apprehend he would talk without experience 
or judgment. I can ſpeak from my own ob- 
ſervation, that the natural turf of thoſe com- 
mons, which conſiſts of about two or three 
inches i in thickneſs, forming a beautiful carpet 

to cover the chalky rock, being once deſtroyed 

is irretrie vably loſt for ever. There are many 

| inſtances 


l 

inſtances upon thoſe heaths where the marks 
of the plow may be traced tho plowed ſo long 
fince that tradition cannot ſay when: however, 
by theſe traces we are certain the experiment 
hath already beeen tried; and found not to an- 
ſwer ;—and moreover, time has ſhewn, that the 
new turf, which hath ken place after it hath 
been plowed, is vaſtly inferior in point of herb- 
age and every other reſpect to the natural turf. 
I know ſome of theſe encroachments on the 
heaths I have mentioned, ſtill remaining as 
farms, but which are conſidered to be lets 888 
fitable per acre than the uncultivated heath.— 
I have, for inſtance, in my eve, a farm of this 
ſort not forty miles from London, at the extre- 
mity of one of thoſe heaths, which conſiſts of 
near 1000 acres of encloſed ground, together 
with the right of commonage on heath, with 
an excellent houſe and domeſtall, &c. which lay 
untenanted ſeveral years, though the rent there- 
of does not exceed eighteen- pen ce per acre ; 
and I have allo known ſeveral tenants quit it 
becauſe they could not get a living there. — 
With reſpect to the commons which are an ab- 
ſolute ſand, and which produce ſcarce any thing 
but heath, wild thyme, &c. they afford very 
little ſuſtenance even for ſheep. Such, for in- 
ſtance as Eſher and Cobham commons, and part 

| 8 2 of 


T „ 
of Windſor Foreſt, Bagſhot Heath, &c. If upon 
a ſurvey there ſhould be found at an eaſy diſ- 
tance, marl or other ſtiff earth to mix with the 
ſand, it would probably be a public benefit if 
they were encloſed and cultivated ; and I know 
no man's opinion I would conſult on the ſubject 
fo ſoon, as a farmer who has long refided in the 
acighbourhood of the above-mentioned com- 
mons, who has practiſed that mode of improve- 
ment for many years with great ſucceſs, and 
who I apprehend poſſeſſes more real knowledge 
of practical farming, than all the writers on 
farming who have publiſhed books thereon, in 
my time. — Thoſe parts of ſuch commons 
which are now in a manner wholly barren, and 
where ſuch ftiff earth could not be found at a 
convenient diſtance, might certainly be im- 
proved by planting of firs or other trees, which 
can grow in an abſolute ſand, or they might be 
turned into rabbit warrens.—Theſe are the only 
modes that ſuggeſt themſelves to me of rendering 
the laſt- mentioned waſte lands more uſeful than 
they are now. However at preſent they are 
far from being uſeleſs; the ſheep pick up 
ſome ſuſtenance there, and the heath or turt 
is a great relief to the poor where other firing 
is dear. 
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Bur to return to the general conſideration of 
waſte lands, by examination of a great part of 
the lands of England, I have drawn a further 
concluſion; namely, tho the people of the 
preſent age confider themſelves ſo much more 
enlightened than their anceſtors were; and it 
muſt be confeſſed, we have made many very 
eſſential improvements in farming of late years, 
yet our anceſtors certainly Knew good land from 
bad, by the choice they made in general of 
what ſhould be cultivated, and what ſhould be 
left as waſte ; for the waſtes, excepting ſome 
few inſtances, bear no compariſon in point 
of natural quality with thoſe which are at 
preſent in a ſtate of cultivation ; and therefore, 
admitting it might be proper to cultivate all 
the waſte lands, Mr. Lamport's calculation is 
much too high, when he ſuppoſes that our 
_ preſent waſte lands, when properly cultivated, 
would yield nearly as much produce per acre, 
on an average, as the preſent cultivated grounds. 


Bur there would be another diſadvantage 
ariſing from enclofing all the commons or waſte 
lands, which has entirely eſcaped the obſerva- 
tion of Mr. Lamport, and which I look on as 
greater evil than any I have yet mentioned 
namely, that it would tend greatly to enhanee 
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the price of butchers meat. I have no doubt 
that ſhould the farmers and cottagers through- 
out Great Britain, be deprived of their rights 


of commonage on waſte lands, that beef and 


mutton at proper age, viz. four years old, would 


ſoon be near a ſhilling a pound, unleſs lean ſtock 
ſhould be imported from foreign countries. 


Should this be the caſe, it would totally defeat 


one of the great objects of Mr. Lamport's plan; 
namely, that of providing ſuſtenance to our manu- 


Facturers, Sc. at a cheap rate, in order that we 
may underſel other nations who are our rivals in 
trade at foreign markets, and which 1 mean to 


illuſtrate 1 in the enſuing chapter. 


Obſerva- 5 


55 J 


Obſervations on the Cauſes of the 
preſent high Price of Butchers 
Meat. 


F is generally eſtimated by farmers, that one 
- acre of tolerable good paſture ground, will 


ſcarcely afford ſuſtenance throughout the year 


for five ſheep of ſuch a fize as are uſually bred 
on the beſt commons, viz. weighing when fat, 
from fifty to fixty pounds, or about ſeven ſtone 
London weight. Now, I believe, if Mr. Lam 
port knows the price of tolerable good paſture 
ground in general, he will allow very little is 
let for leſs than twenty ſhillings per acre in 
even the cheapeſt parts of England ; indeed in 
many parts ſcarce any is let for ſo low a price. 
But I will make my eſtimate on the ſuppoſition, 
that ſuch paſture is let at that rate, and if 
it ſhould appear that it lets in general at 
a higher price, my e will have greater 
weight. 


Is it let for twenty ſhillings per acre, let 
us examine at what price the farmers could 
afford his wether of the ſize above deſcribed, 


viz. 


B 

viz. full mouthed, or four years old, which is 
the age to which mutton ought to be kept in 
order to be in perfection, if bred and conſtantly 1 
kept on ſuch land, the farmer not having the 
means of laying in lean ſtock from commons? 
I will anſwer this queſtion by making a com- | 
pariſon of his expences in rearing and keeping 
the ſaid wether in that manner, and the ex- 
pences of the cottager, who has the advantage 
of a common. 
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Farmers EXPLnces. 
Five ewes producing five wether lambs 
coſt keeping the produce of one | 
acre of ground; and for which : I 
he pays to his landlord, per ann. 10 © 
| On account of pariſh rates, ty thes, &c. 88 
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Coſt of lambs the firſt xeer 
ho: --- fſecond year 
A third year 

Ditto fourth year | © 
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Groſs coſts of kicing the ſaid five 
lambs till they become wethers of: 
four years old . - 416-0 
Whence muſt be deducted the profitxzon 
the wool that the five ewes produced 
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the firſt year, and the wool of the five 
wethers the three ſucceeding years; 
which I eſtimate at two todd of 
wool, viz. half a todd a year, and at 
twenty ſhillings a todd amounts to 2 © © 


Nett coſts. „ 1 1 8 
Add te d of groſs coſts for 
| loſs by rot or accident <- 1 4 © 
Ditto one-fourth for profit on labour 


and attention — 1 4 8 


That is about nearly one guinea per 
bead”. - 4 © 


Is order to make it appear that I do not wiſh 
to ſtrain the eſtimate for the ſake of making 
good my argument, I have charged nothing 
for the keep of the lambs the firſt year, though 
certainly the ground muſt be very good that 


will keep five ewes. and five lambs the whole 


year round. —But as the farmer may fave his 
paſture ground a little by letting his ſheep ſome- 
times run on his fallow ground, if he happens 
to have any arable land belonging to his farm, 
1 chuſe not to ſwell the eſtimate higher than : 
above ſtated. | 


H 3 „ 


E * 2 
| Cottagers expences. 
Five ewes producing five wether 
lanbs kept by a cottager on a 
common, and boarded at a farm 
fixteen weeks in the winter, at 
three-pence a head per week 1 00 o© 
Expences of boarding the wether 
for ſixteen weeks, at two-pence 
„per week, per head, is for the 
een inter - 013 
Ditto for the third winter - 0 13 
Ditto for the fourth winter 8 13 


E 


"Whence: to be deducted the wool. as ol 
in the caſe of the farmer = 4:0. 0: 


Net coſt - 1 8.0 
Add to the net coſt one-fourth of the 2 
groſs coſt, for loſs by rot, and 3 
bother accidents - - 0-15 0 3 
Ditto for profit on labour and atten- 5 
e 5 a {© 14-0 


Or ten ſhillings a A 7 1 
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| Tu rs is the price at which I take the cortagers Rocks | 
into my grounds — * winter. 


Tur 


1 


3 

Tuar is to ſay, allowing for profits and 
riſques in both caſes in the ſame proportion 
according to property riſqued; the farmer's 
wethers at four years old would ſtand him in 


one guinea a piece, and the cottager's ten ſhil- 


lings a piece, which makes good my former 
aſſertion. - „„ 


SINCE making the above calculation, I have 
conſulted with {ome of the farmers in my neigh- 
bourhood, reſpecting the quantity of ſheep on 


a given quantity of paſture land, under the be- 


forementioned deſcription, and I do not find 


any of them are willing to allow that ſuch 
ground will maintain above four wethers 
per acre the whole year round, 


SUPPOSING a Compariſon be made on we- 
thers to be ſold at two years old inſtead of four 


years old, the difference in price would not be 
ſo great; but then it is to be conſidered, that 


killing all the wethers at two years, initead 
of four years old, would not only deprive our 


tables of good mutton, but would occaſion 
one-third leſs produce of wool per annum 


throughout the kingdom, than if kept to a 


Proper age: viz, four years old, and J leave to 
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the reader to ſuppoſe what this immenſe lols 
would amount to annually. 


However it muſt be obſerved, that it is 


true the loſſes the cottager is liable to by his ſheep | 


being in more danger of being ſtolen or ſtrayed, 


1s greater than the farmer's which are kept in en- 
cloſures near his own home; but then on the other 
hand, the cottager's ſheep by being always able 
to ſhift their ground from hill to valley, &c. on 
the common, at pleaſure, as they may find oc- 
caſion, are not ſo liable to rot as thoſe Kept 1 in 


encloſures, 


TüzRETonE admitting my calculation to be 


a juſt one, which I ſincerely believe it nearly to 


be, the compariſon ſtands thus: the wether 


weighs when lean, arty pounds, when fat ſixty 
Fee | 


Ir the grazier buys of the cottager a wether 


of four years old, weighing, when lean, forty 
pounds, it can be affocded, allowing for reaſon- 
able riſques and profits, at at ten ſhillings, or three· 


pence per pound, 


Br if he buys it of the farmer reared as 
dove ſtated, it cannpt be afforded, making the 


ſame 
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ſame proportional allowance for riſques and 


profits, under one guinea, or ape of fix- 


pence a — 


Brstprs, there is a circumſtance ſo univer- 


fally known and acknowledged, that it may be 


deemed an axiom, that ſheep are of à very 
roving nature, and never thrive in a long Rate 


of confinement, however good the paſture may 
be; and fo fond are they of change, that they 


will frequently quit a good paſture for a bad 
one: conſequently, if there were no commons 


for the farmers to turn their ſheep upon in the 


ſpring, when their grounds are ſhut up to ſecure 


the ſummer crop, they would not be able to 
keep any thing like the quantity of ſheep in the 
| ſummer, which they could very well maintain 
during the winter months.—This is verified by 


innumerable inſtances which I could produce of 
ſuch farmers who have no commons to turn 


their ſheep on; for they keep very few ſheep 


in many parts; perhaps a few to falten, but no 


breeding ſtock at all. And their lands in winter 


are ſtocked with ſheep from the commons of 


the neighbouring pariſhes, as I have above 
ſtated at two-pence, or three-pence a head, per 
week. —In this inſtance may be ſeen the wiſ- 
dom of our forefathers, by reſerving in almoſt 


every 
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every pariſh a conſiderable quantity of waſte 


lands, which their deſcendants, though more 


wiſe in ſome reſpects, are framing acts of par- 


liament every year to deſtroy. 


Bur the wiſdom of our anceſtors confiſted in 


following the order of univerſal nature, which 
delights in diverſity, in all her works; and 


thence ariſes that beautiful harmany through- 
: | | . | ” „ Fo 
aut the whole: while we, their poſterity, are ſo 
refined, that we are not contented with our im- 


provements till we have qutſtepped the bounds 
of nature, Were I writing a moral treatiſe, 


I could plainly make it appear, that this is the 


caſe in general in reſpect to the gratification of 


ſenſual appetites of every ſpecies in the preſent 


I RAE endeavoured to prove my poſition, 
that if all the commons in Great Britain were 


encloſed, good mutton and beef would be twice 


as dear as it now is, by a calculation on the 


article of ſheep only; and it is merely on ac- 


count of brevity, that I do not make the ſame 


calculation on oxen : as any one who is conver- 
fant in cattle muſt know, that with very little 


variation the ſame might be made on beef, with 


equal truth and propriety. But that I may not 


appear 
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appear viſionary in what I advance, even to 
thoſe who know nothing of farming, (for as to 
thoſe who do, I am certain they will aſſent to 
what I alledge) I am convinced that all my 
readers will acknowledge that beef and mut- 
ton is nearly double in price to what it wes 
thirty years ago; and what is the reaſon of this? 
Lou will ſay, perhaps, becauſe every thing is 
dearer in the ſame proportion but I deny the 
fact. — By undoubted vouchers which were laid 
before parliament a few years ſince ; — the 
averaged price of corn during the laſt twenty 
years, hath been lower than the averaged price 
thereof during the laſt hundred years ;—and my 
own obſervation aſſures me, that the articles of 
Covent Garden market, in general, during the 
ſuramer months at leaſt, are not riſen in price, 
in the ſame proportion as the articles fold in 
Clare market : many articles of garden ſtuff are 
even cheaper than formerly; for inſtance, pota- 
toes, &c. Now butcher's meat having riſen of 
late years to an exorbitant price, is not owing 
to the general decreaſe of the value of money 
compared with other things; nor to the com- 
bination of graziers, ſaleſmen, and butchers; 
nor to any of the reaſons generally aſſigned; 
but is owing chiefly to the prodigious number 
ol incloſures which have been made throughout 
. 7 England 
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England during theſe laſt thirty years. This i 1s 
the principal reaſon, at leaſt which I can aſſign; 
however, I will not be over tenacious of my 


opinion; if any one will aſſign a better reaſon, 
I will liſten with attention. — Of this fact I am 
certain, that I am, and have been for ſome years 
paſt, obliged to give from four to five pounds 
per head for a kind of heifer, which I could 


have bought one year with another, twenty years 
ago, for fifty ſhillings, or three pounds. 


Bur methinks I hear gentlemen ſay, you may 


make as many calculations and eſtimates as you 
pleaſe, but they can never convince us, that if 
by cultivation we make the ground that pro- 
duced graſs of only three inches length before 
it was cultivated, to produce graſs of fix or nine 
inches in length, of equal thickneſs and good 
quality, that ſuch cultivation is a detriment to 
the nation, for certainly the more the ground is 


made to produce of any valuable commodity, 


the more benefit to the nation. I anſwer ; this, 


being a general principle, ſo obvious and certain 
a truth, has greatly miſled gentlemen, who 
talk or think on the ſubject, becauſe they apply 
this general principle to all caſes without excep- 


tion; and I beg leave further to obſerve, that 


though it is devoutly to be wiſhed, that all the 
| com- 
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I commons in England would produce twice the 
1 i herbage they now do; yet even gold, as I have 
| before obſerved, may be bought too dear. And 
therefore I cannot think it adviſable for the 
ſake of obtaining this good, to bring on an evil, 
which I apprehcnd more than adequate to the 
advantage gained. And if, as I apprehend, I 
have already demonſtrated, that the enclofing and 
improving all the waſte lands, will tend to 
double the price of. butchers meat ; it will bean 
evil for which the encreafed produce of the 
ground cannot compenſate. 


” Bur the reader may ſay, it is an inexplicable 
paradox to aſſert, that the more provender is 
produced for rearing and fattening of cattle, the " 
dearer they will be.— Let, reſpecting the pre- 9 
ſent argument, I will maintain it to be a 
paradox, far from being inexplicable. I 
have already obſer ved, it is not the plenty 
or ſcarcity which makes an article dear for 
any long continuance of time, becauſe the 
price depends on the neceſſary charges and er- 
pences in the production of it. —If a beggar 
comes to me for relief from hunger, and I give 
him half of a quartern loaf for nothing, no perſon 
will pretend to aſſert, that if he had bought a 
whole loaf at the baker's, and given ſeven- pence 
15 half- 
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half-penny for it, that becauſe he would, in that 
caſe, have had a greater plenty, that therefore 
it was cheaper to him than my half loaf was. 
And this 1s very nearly the caſe with regard to 
the cattſe now fed on commons; the little they 
get is not paid for, and therefore the owners 
can afford to ſel] them cheaper than if they paid 
for their food cither by the way of rent of land, 
or by any other means. 

Ir what I have here ſtated be true, what be- 
comes of Mr. Lamport's plan of cheapneſs of 


proviſions * cultivating waſte lands? 


Bur as what T have above advanced may ap- 


pear new to many of my readers, I ſhall, in 
order more 2 to impreſs on their minds 
the truth of it, now enter more fully into 


the en pad cauſes, which have uſually 
been aſſigned of late years, of the evil / jaſtiy 


complained of. After which 1 ſhall ſubmit 
to the reader's own judgment, whether any 


or all of thele ſuppoled cauſes, or the cauſe 
1 ſhall aſh ign, are the molt probable, 


L am well aware, that wile I am attribut- 
ing the preſent high price of butchers meat to 
the late encloſures of waſte lands throughout the 


king- 
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. 
Fingdoni, that I am at the ſame time combat - 
ing againſt the united opinion of almoſt all 


the gentlemen who have hitherto written, or 
thought, on the ſubject; and I have moreover 


fully weighed in my mind, the dargers that uſu- 
ally attend the broaching of new doctrines, I 


know this generally meets, when not tre ared 


with affected contempt, with violent oppoſition, 
if not perſecution. — However, thoſe apprehen- 


ſions have not deterred me from ſtanding forth 
to declare what I think to be the truth, 


Happ 1 found thoſk who have written, orialked, 
n the ſubject united in one opinion teſpecting 
the preſent high price 0! * butchers. meat, might 
perhaps have been more diffident ret phectiug iy 
own opinion. But | ſeldom have found three 


people meeting each others ideas entirely on the 


ſubject. For inſtance, I have known one per- 


ſon confidered as very reſpectable in point of 
knowledge therein, affirm it to be owing to a 


monopoly of the opulent carcaſe butchers who 
foreſtall the beaſt markets in great cities. [ 
have heard others advance, tt: it it is owing to 


the waſteful conſumption of butchers meat, in 
ſach houſes as can afford it, in making iouys, 
and other domeſtic waſtes of proviſion, toge.ner 
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with the enormous quantity of animal food 


ſervants in great familes wantonly cat, perhaps, 


five times as much as nature really requires: not 


to mention the quantities of wholeſome meat 


which are datly thrown into the duſt hole by 
waſteful cooks in gentlemens kitchens : or per- 
haps the ſtill greater waſte by the cuſtom of 
retail butchers, particularly in ſummer time, 
in throwing their meat when it begins to turn 
a little putrid, into the river, rather than ſell 
it at a low price to the poor.— All which evils 


have encreaſed in London and other great 


towns in England to a very great extent of late 
years; and indeed I have heard ſome attribute 


the cauſe of the high price of butchers meat, to 
the enormous quantities of uſeleſs cats and 
dogs kept in this country ;—while others with 


more gravity and apparent ſagacity, attribute 


the cauſe to what they pronounce to be evi- 


dent to them, namely, the high rents and taxes, 


and of courſe the general high price of all the 
neceſſaries of life; which a very lively writer 
ſome years ſince, by an allufion to the aſs- man 
who brought ſand from Hampſtead, alledging 


that though there was no tax on ſand, yet as 
he could not live without porter, and as that had 
bad an additional tax impoſed, he could not 
afford his . at ſo low a price as formerly. 

I beg 
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J beg leave to add, as a further illuſtration 


of that ingenious writer's poſition, that a chair- 
bottoiner came to my door, whom I employed 
in repairing my kitcnen chairs, at the firſt 


breaking out of the American war, who charg- 
ed me a penny per char more than formerly; 
the reaſva he aligned was, the American war. 


I all-dged ther2 was no tax on ruſbes on that 
account: he allowed what I ſaid to be true, 
yer he inſiſted that tobacco had been raiſed, 
and his COMLLGEON required him to make ule 


of a great deal. Now, moſt, if not zl! theſe 


reaſons appear at leaſt plauſible; and when they 
are conſidered in the aggregate as facts not to 


be controv erted, for ſuch they really are; they 
at firſt view appear not only plaufible, but 
convincing ; and therefore, till the cauſe of the 


evil which J have aſſigned be duly attended to, 


it is by no means to be wondered, when com- 
mittees of the Houſe of Commons have exa- 


mined into the cauſes thereof from various i in- 
dividuals, ſeveral of which examinations have 


been inſtituted in my time, that they ſhould have 
cloſed their enquiries with fruitleſs reports to 


the houſe reſpecting the matter, and that butch 
ers meat ſhould continue to grow dearer and 
dearer every year in ſpite of all theſe partie 
mentary enquiries. | 


Now 
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Now the above ſtated evils I cannot conſider 
as the principal root of the diforder complained 
of, although I will not deny that they may, in 


ſome meaſure, contribute to encreaſe it, in as 


much as waſte muſt tend to create ſcarcity, fo 
far as that waſte bears a proportion to the means 


of neceſſary ſupply. 


I wiLL now venture to give my reaſons, as 
concilely as poſſible, why I apprehend the un- 
_ neceflary conſumptions before ſtated, viz. the 
waſte of the butchers meat by the wanton con- 


ſumption in gentlemens kitchens, &c. or by 


| butchers throwing their ſtale meat away, or the 


unneceſſary number of cats and dogs kept, &c. 


are not the root from which the evil complained 


of ſprings; leaving ſuch gentlemen who de- 


light in wandering in the mazes of fancy beyond 


the reach of common ſenſe, to refine hereafter 
on the ſubject as much as they pleaſe. I ap- 


pPrchend, that however enormous thoſe waſtes of 
' proviſions may be, it may clearly be demon- 
ſtrated they are not greater than the production 
of the lands of England is able to ſupport ;— 
| becauſe, if they were, we ſhould find a ſcarcity 
of the articles conſumed by ſuch means, which 


is not the caſe; for though we have little or no 


importation thercof from foreign countries, 
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a on 
no farmer or butcher complains, at leaft, that 1 
have heard, of the ſcarcity of beaſts, for he may 
always buy as many as he hag occaſion for, pro- 
vided he has money ſufficient to pay for them; 
and the great towns in England are all regular- 


ly ſupplied with good fat meat throughout the 
whole year, without the leaſt appearance of 
fearcity,—In fact it is not the ſcareliy that we 
have any reaſon to complain of, it is only the 
deaf neſs or high prices is 
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ADMITTING rnefe anne cefiary SoOrtnihintions 


: \ 


are ſüpported withio if, al Voip ASE farce), it 
ſcrv's as a proof of the TER e k 
bütchers meat, & 11 „ HL „„ acm 


dearueſo of th 5 7..-cuary article *. 


I rave bef re obſerved, that plenty abſtractegly 
con ſidered, may not always produce c? n; 


* SINCE writing the above, a man of about re- e 
years of age, hn 148 conſtantly worked on ny fatm tor 
theſe twelve years paſt, obſerved to me that he wondered 
where al! the beet and mutton went to, for he was very 
certain, ihat not one half of the butchers meat in poor 
labou mens families in the country was now conſumed 
as foi erly, it being now fo dear he was not able to buy it, 


and this I verily believe to be a fact; if ſo, what proportion 


can ſuch wanton waſte in gentlemens kitchens bear to the 


_ diminiſhed conſumption of animal food, which the labour- 


ing poor of this country were formerly accuſtomed to enjoy? 


and 


7 Ss I 
— x * — 8 4 
r by A , 
2 


; * ö * 2 2 1 
2 33 n £ J e * „ . 2 _ 
- F 1 r oa . : = . 
- . a " 7 . 
- 


E 2 


. — gre 
— % ip» „ 
<8. 


rr 
HEN: 


. 3 are Pare det 
a « A - SZ — go _— 


Wor - 
_—_— — 5 
5 
_—_  — ͤ — 4 
— 


- » 
—— —. 


—— ¶ — 


op of 
- r. ag, < E oy 2 


N. a A aaa Hee 
— - 


- — 
COMES of 


% . OO 


«a> 7 


—_—c—_———————_—_—— —§——— —  —— — —— 
* 2 22 ” 7 Kt; p bes Ys 
1 —— E —_— +. 


- 
— NE rn - — 


Wa + 3 n r 


„ * 2 - 


_ *.“ 
r gas 9%. i es * ak 
- Ar gs 
- 2 ee 
. e 


* 2 * * a 
„ — ES fs. 2. — — 
— 3 of — 


r nag 


1 wht 
— — 
— „ * 
* Py 1 ” 
- © 23 


k — —— — - 
5 - SO 2x4 „ — — - FW — 
—— ue Li tek. = - - ak 3 $456 ”— 9 — — x * % . 
. þ ; - a 7 22 : 


gps. — 


x s . - 
— ? were 0” 5 - * 
— OE Bs — 2 — 4 pou . — 
> _ Ix — WIC 3 WS _ 3 * : my 4 ＋ « 
. — — —— — — ——— — * - * _ 
- 6 & - * 
Ds, ; * * : 


E 
and I have alſo above laid down, that there is 
now a great plenty of cattle in this country, 


_ notwithſtanding the unneceſſary waſte as above 
ſet forth; and yet the price of butchers meat is 
nearly twice as dear as it was thirty years ago; 


therefore 1t muſt be the charge of production, 


which ſtamps the price of thoſe articles, and this 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of what I meant to 


prove. 


However, to leave the reader in no doubt 
reſpecting the poſitions I advance, I will now 
confider the eftect which the encreaſed rents and 
taxes have had, 


Ir encreaſed rents and taxes have been the 
cauſes of this late encreaſed price of butch- 
ers meat. this ſurely ſhould operate equally in 
che o ductions of farms. But 1 


reſpect to alt; 
do not find that it o is in any thing like the 


ſame degree as in reſpect to the price of beaſts; 
namely, 1ſt. ſheep; 2 . what 1s termed horn- 
ed cattle and horſcs; the rearing of which coſt 


ſo much more than formerly for the reaſons 1 
have before affigned. If the encreaſed rent and 


taxes operate in lich a” degree a8 to render 8 


farming commoditics twice as dear as they 


were thirty years ago 3 7 ey ſhould alſo operate - 
in 
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in the ſame degree with reſpect to corn, &c, 


Nou, reſpecting corn, I remember that article 


was extremely dear about twenty years ago, and 


the exportation thereof was alledged by the 
then popular writers, to be the cauſe; in con- 
ſequence a parliamentary enquiry was inſtitu- 
ted, and it was then proved in the Houſe of 


Commons, that notwithſtanding the decreaſed 


value of money, and increaſed taxation, corn 
had been cheaper on an average, (that is one 


year with another) during the then laſt fifty 


years, than at any other given period of equal 
time during the laſt hundred years; and I be- 


lieve the averaged price ſince that time has not 


enhanced ;—the ſatisfactory reaſon at that time 


given for its being cheaper than formerly, was, 


the bounty on the exportation of corn. — This 
ſhews, that it may be ſometimes dangerous to 
reſt our opinion on the poſitions of writers, 
however ingenious they may be. 


I WILL now briefly compare the advanced 
price of butchers meat, and that of butter, 
cheeſe, eggs, and poultry, with their reſpec- 
tive prices thirty years ago. — The laſt- men- 


| tioned articles have certainly riſen in price, 
though not in the ſame proportion; for butch- 


ers meat has riſen nearly double, or one hun- 
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dred per cent. which I do not find to be the 


caſe with reſpe& to any other articles of 
_ proviſion. For inſtance, 


In the ſummer ſeaſon in London thirty years 
ago, freſh butter was from ſeven-pence to 
eight-pence per pound, now it is from nine- 
pence to ten-pence per pound, that is not quite 
one- third, or about thirty per cent. advance in 


price: a plump chicken half- grown was then 
ſold for one ſhilling three- pence, to one ſhilling 


fix-pence; it 15 now ſold for two ſhillings to 
two ſhillings three-pence, which 1s about one- 
Half, « or r fifty per cent. encreaſe. 


FREsRH laid hc at ten per 
groat, at this time eight per groat, viz. one- 


fourth more, or twenty-five per cent. Cheeſe 
three-pence half-penny, now five-pence per 


pound, or about fifty per cent, 


'TrxREFoRE, theſe farming productions do 
certainly fell at a higher price than formerly, 
as appears by the above ſtatement, and there may 
be many good reaſons to be adduced why they 
have ſo riſen in price, I will allow the argu- 
1ents made uſe of reſpecting the operation of 
:es, together with the advanced rents of 
lands throughout the Kingdom, by the above- 


men- | 


S g 5 £ hb * * p — 9 A » 4 * 
— ORE * W N _ ö 7 . Y Os Ens x bat T * 3 R 5 e W 
— . * » i . ” 7 cy — — 2 437 7 
2 ” $ 1 3 3 3 7 = 12 A 4 2 ERS 
. * a ” a SE 9 2 2 ng g * 0 . * 5 2 - ; W 
: 6 Waden a ax od * N Was * * 8 8 . "> WF de % 5 . j ; a ; "Ye K b : 2 HATS TR * e ts ZE Late IE 4 
P aa Dae 9 9 IL 5 — * vo N oy 3 IR ba . * . 2 — . o TREE 7 % + 3 75 R M þ L * , . * Ch N a 2 _ 2 e 52 A 3 
” WWW f x1 © 5 * 3 4 * 7 * 5 Y . N 2 * q * 1 2 — 8. 9 — N bk 4 CRE ogy * + — g — OI TS r AO, +45 45 D : 22 OY 5 * * 
* > N 7 2 ” * I 2 aan 1 1 „ TE og on - 1 wn z it 1 % >. ary 1 * > Op View R G 22001 A A Bp, 2 4 1 5 2 2+ — 2 * r * . ae = EO ALES i Fo * 1 — 5 a " Ro r * 
_ J —:̃ %dè bt Soo OE, £ 7A Ä . 2 557 p : : 2 A IH: 1 n 8 2 „ ͤ I TS OE 0” F ————— he. ˙—˙ 8 n n 4 Oe dn WY a . a 
1 Sion Se . > 5 1 725 n . 4 r Le 2 AD . n Fes "4 2. a r 105 8 +5 a WE? 95-2 > Yo N A 4% 3 by * n we N 2 wad 2 ty " * 
BER Het I I EIS IR A SO LRN OR es ü ˙ 1 —TT—T—ͤ ...... . .“... “]... . 1 7 : 2 ON IE LOT ; Kc F N , — ' * 7 2 — 
P PAY] PANS F VE = IF. 9 8 F ˙—˙— FLEETS „ r N R n 2 „* 6 N 
n N a . 228 8 2 ps e ee r : - * n 4 : , 


* n. 
— LE DLEC a af * 9 7 0 inn * * - N No —— .. . 
* 4 - * 4 "yy : ns ” 8 * 1 5 9 ä 2 xt i 
« 2 N 5 . * f 2 . . , p 4 3 ne) < bind N as 4 a * 1 <a 
** a 7 * — 5 d . : : 2 121 8 : x. : 8 e e e 5 
8 v 0 3 * 1 0 p wo. x : R r 8 _ * be 8 c F 8 SF Saad Wy i C 
N WF FI * * - Y ad A , © 7 » wh < — L * s * x 1 > . I wag Os + wy MTs * 2 3 T 2 Tr cM >. Ay _—_ q Aud „ 
F ä re * . a ts * ; N p Fry . . ny Ds 5 2 8 3 5 . a Er ES: a A 2 EOS 8 E 3 How 4 [28 
<# . 5 - * n "FT 2% Wt 8 2 IRE I og oe 5 . 4 I: > 7s WS N ow N. 7 * 5 * 2257 2 * 1 5 22 6 * n CORE” 17 S Neri 4 r 1 N. e a Fe S . 2 "FE"? he, rg PIE. 1 e 7 
e e RT to R . D S SO 8 F r 3 z 8 5 2 * n rn IRE SES ? e * 5 it, IS EB ORF A ew att on a Y * 4 2 * be = hy mT %%% ĩ ĩ·¹ͥ ˙ QD ES ME IIS — ; 
Db 3 EE, 7 We Iz n VV 55 3 2 e Fr Kar {FCS ES he mg 2 1 0 3 88 n * £ . l 4 6 Tc ES Ns ed r bs. ass —— oe r *. hs” Sint * ; - 
% „ 2 5 N : es es Eg i I WE Mr OI OBE I ASSIGN iti POET IM are, ot . 88 = X ws Ts DN Ee ed? ERS hots A OR Roe FO N cn . Ls e ee S LETS: 8 N a 
5 5 2 2 Th © LEE 94 T RE ITT r FRY Bos Ly ; 4 pes 24 AE DEL og? INI 6 ? « * Wr 4 8 4 0 ＋ * ; 7 . * * 5 7 6 8 2 


E 7 


mentioned ingenious writer, on the high 


price of proviſion, and others, as far as 
they may reaſonably be allowed to have their 
weight; but there are ſtill other reaſons to be 
aſſigned, independent of thoſe, why bucter, 


eggs, and poultry, ſhould be dearer than for- 


merly, and to which the advanced price of 
butchers meat has no relation ; namely, farm- 
ers forbidding cottagers to keep any living crea- 
ture beſides themſelves and children, under the 
pretence, that if they keep any beaſts or poul- 
try, they will ſteal from the farmers barns for 


their ſupport; they alſo ſay, keep the cottagers 


poor and you will keep them induſtrious, &c. 


—but the real fact, I believe, is, that the 


farmers may have the whole right of common 
to themſelves ; and it is alſo well known, that 


there is a very great ſhare of indolence and 


luxury of late introduced among farmers wives 
and daughters, Now, as general indolence in- 


creaſes the price of labour, it muſt advance the 
price in proportion to the prevailing indolence : 


as to cheeſe, the reaſons aſſigned by the cheeſe- 
mongers in London, why cheeſe has advanced 
in price, and at the ſame time is of worſe 
quality than formerly, in a greater proportion - 


than butter, was partly owing to the great du. 
mand in foreign countries, for Cheſhire and ot} ++ 
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cheeſes, and partly to the luxury and lazi- 

neſs of farmers wives and daughters. The mak- 

ing of butter and the rearing of poultry alſo 
requires great attention and induſtry, 


Trovon the farmers, their wives and daugh- 


ters have, in a great meaſure, forſaken the ancient 
ſyſtem of induftry ; yer I do not find that the 


cottager or his wife, when they have encou- 


ragement, are in general deficient therein; but 
the enclofing of commons added to the tyran- 
nical behaviour of farmers, has in many places 
_ deprived them of means of exerting their natural 
induſtrious pas ting 


Hay ING ſet forth the peculiar reaſons why 
butter, cheeſe, and poultry ſhould be dearer 
than formerly; and that notwithſtanding all 
| thoſe peculiarly diſadvantageous circumſtances, 
theſe articles of proviſion have not advanced in 


price, in equal degree with butchers meat, which 


is not incumbered with the ſame peculiar diſad- 
vantages; it is evident that there muſt be ſome 
other cauſe for the high price of butchers meat, 
over and above ſuch as relate to other proviſion N 
for there is no part of a farmer's duty which 
demands ſo little labour compared with its im- 
portance, as that of giving due attention to 
the earing and fattening of cattle. 


CF: 

Now reſpecting the monopoly of beaſts, by 
carcaſe butchers, &c. which has been a popular 
ſubject of declamation of late years. —I can 
eaſily apprehend, that a ſet of men having an 
excluſive grant for vending any particular com- 
modity, may eſtabliſh a monopoly very injuri- 
ous to the public; for inſtance, the excluſive 
right of vending tobacco, ſalt, &c. granted to 
the farmers-general in France, 1s fully known 
and ſeverely felt: but then I have no concep- 
tion of eſtabliſhing a power of monopolizing a 
commodity ſo generally diffuſed throughout the 
nation, as that of butchers meat, which can be 
prejudicial to the ſtate ; unleſs government 
' ſhould grant an excluſive privilege to a certain 
body of men to deal it out at their own price. 
| Becauſe, however rich and artful a certain com- 
bination of carcaſe butchers may happen to be, 
for inſtance, in the city of London, to feed the 
market from time to time at their own price, 
yet without an excluſive right, ſuch an attempt 
muſt always cauſe other combinations equally. 
rich and artful, to be eſtabliſhed to counteract 
their proceedings, and which indeed has been 
fully verified of late reſpecting the tea trade.— 
Therefore, I am perſuaded ſuch an idea exiſts | 
only in the minds of thoſe who are unacqua.nt- 
ed with the real ſyſtem of feeding the Lor. don 
| 8 1 markets 
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markets with butchers meat. I know many 
carcaſe butchers who are poſſeſſed of large graſs 
farms in the neighbourhood of London, for 
the purpoſe of making a repoſitory for the ſur- 
plus beaſts, which may occaſionally come to 
market, and there to keep them till the market 
becomes more ſcanty ; and by this means they 
amaſs conſiderable fortunes. Hence many have 
been induced to conſider this practice as a mono- 
poly detrimental to the public; but I apprehend, 
on the contrary, though I allow they are actu- 
_ ated ſolely by mercenary motives, their employ- 
ment fo be very beneficial, operating in ſome 
_ reſpects in the ſame manner to preſerve the city 
from famine; juſt as the bounty on the exporta- 
tion of corn, when there is a ſurplus, acts with 
reſpect to the nation at large. For, did not theſe 
opulent butchers ac in this manner, what 
would be the natural conſequence ? evidently 
this —As the London market is principally 
fed with butchers meat from the diſtant coun- 
ties, viz. Northamptonſhire, Leiceſterſhire, 
Lincolnſhire, Norfolk, &c. and a great part 
from counties ſtill more diſtant ; without this 
chain of commercial intercourſe eſtabliſhed be- 
tween the grazicr, ſaleſman, and carcaſe 
butcher, the market would ſometimes be 
greatly overſtocked, inſomuch that beaſts 
8 1 would 
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would fetch no price, and the grazier would be 


obliged to drive them home again. This 


would of courſe diſcourage other graziers from 
ſending their beaſts, till pechaps London 


might be in danger of ſtarving.— I write the 
above merely as hints to thoſe who have never 


thought fully on the ſubject ; for I apprehend, 


when once pointed out, theſe truths are too 
obvious to require being dwelt on. I never 


exerciſed the trade of a Smithfield ſpeculator 
in cattle, becauſe other avocations would not 


admit of my giving due attention thereto ; but 
I have always, confidered it both as a lucrative 


and a laudable employment, and without which, 
the inhabitants of London could not ſubſiſt.— 


But to come home to the fact; — beef this 
winter (17985) has been ſold in the retail ſhops 


in London, from three-pence half-penny to ſix- 


pence per pound, viz. 


Shins, &c. are not ſold by the 


pound but I eſtimate them at 
about 5 — zz per pound 


The inferior joints of the fore 
quarter at FR 1 dit 


Common boiling pieces — 44 ditto 


Prime roafting joints - . 6 ditto, | 


Now 
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Now, I bought twelve barren heifers laſt 
ſpring, (1784) which I fed on my grounds for 
eight months, and {old ſome of them in my own 
neighbourhood, and fome of them at Smith- 


field January 1785, at a price which I rated at 
four-pence half-penny per pound, according to 
my eſtimate of the weight they would turn out 
when killed. And J can with great truth aſſure 
the reader, that the price of Jean catile was fo 
extremely high when I bought them in, that 
they did not pay me fix-pence per week per 
head for their Keeping, and many of my neigh- 
bours fared till worſe than myſelf, ſor ſome of 
them aſſured me, that the butchers did not 
allow them for their beaſts ſcarcely the price 
they gave for them when lean. And in reſpect 


to my ſheep, I was no better off. 


THz reader may perhaps aſk, if the carcaſe 


butcher in London gave me four-pence half- 
penny per pound for my beaſts, and the retail 
butcher ſold the beef at the above prices, where 
was their profit? I anſwer, on what is called the 
th quarter, viz, the hide, ſuet, &c. &c. which 


ſufficiently paid the butcher for his trouble, 


though by no means produced an immoderate 
gain; and I believe-the reader will readily al- 
low that my gains were moderate enough. — In 


ſhort, 
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ſhort, my gains did not pay the rent of th 
graſs they ate. Then what is the cauſe of the 
preſent high price of butchers meat ?—Why 
the dearneſs of lean ſtock ; and what is the cauſe 
of that gearneſs — After the reader has duly 
weighed in his mind the compariſon I have 
before made of the expence of rearing a beaſt 
on a common, and that 'of rearing one on 


ground for which rent is paid, let hum deter- 
mine. 


Howrvrn, as I would not willingly omit 
any one circumſtance which may tend to give 
light on the ſubject, I beg the reader would 
not immediately draw his concluſiop, becauſe, 
I apprehend, previouſly there ſtill remains cir- 
cumſtances to be taken into conſideration that > 
have not yet touched on. 


I nave hitherto attributed the cauſe of the 
high price of butchers meat folely to the en- 
cloſing of waſte lands; yet I do not defirc the 
reader to conſider that circumſtance more than 
the principal cauſe. I will readily admit, that there 
are ſeveral concomitant cifcumſtances Which 
may tend to encreaſe the evil not yet touched 

on; for I am of opinion that the rearing of 
- horſes for the ie purpoſes of labour and luxury at 


4 | home, 


"T1 
nome, and for exportation abroad, beyond the 


age of former times, deſerves due attention on 
tlie Preſent ſubject. 


Du uſage of horſes in huſbandry in prefer- 
_ ence to that of oxen, which was the ancient 
uſage, I apprehend to be an evil, and an evil 
that I ain afraid cannot cafily be remedied, re- 


ſpecting many parts of England, becauſe we 


. ——— AR * 2 3 EEE. LE 


cannot prevail on the farmer to do any thing 
-outrary to what he thinks to be his own indi- 
vidual intereſt, I for inſtance, made a trial 
ſome years ago of a team of oxen inſtead of 


6 horſes, and I thought from the local circums- . 
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| ſtances reſpectipg of my farm, I was a loſer by 
the change, and the reaſons I could plainly make 
appear, if I imagined it any way related to the 
; a . 


Wukx 2 horſe is deemed for ever diſabled 
from working he j 18 given to the dogs. 


 WurrN the labouring OX 15 under the like 
circumſtance, he W fit for che butcher. 


I purport of this trentily- 1s not intended 
to enquire into the reaſons of the conduct of farm- 
ers, but merely to late their conduct as grounds 
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of argurtient to ſupport my poſitions: th ere- 9 


fore I ſhall not enter into a diſcuſſion ho 


farmers have acted wiſely relperning. © 


individual intereſts, in difcontinui:;s + lar 15 


make uſe of oxen. for draugbt, 117 
formerly; but! will by way of illuſir 1 „eg 


paſe that it is admitted, that there e thi 
millions of acres of ground at p in 
country in cultivation, and which i is in 9. 
performed by horſes; in that caf- the 
nearly one milllion two hundred thou - 
required to cultivate thoſe thirty m 
acres; and that it is admitted alſo, that 2 
of that labour was heretofore executed be 
the ſaving of the charge of keeping onen: 67 | 
the horſes for the purpoſe of agriculture, © - 
hundred thouſand was a great ſaving to the na- 
tion, becauſe thoſe oxen which were then key: 
for the purpoſes of labour, in lieu of hor 5, 
till they arrived at a proper age to make them | 
good butchers meat were no national expence ; 9 
on the contrary, a great national benefit 3 for 1 1 | 
have myſelf experienced, that an OX kept io 3 


hard labour for two years, has fattened kinder 


and faſter; than ſuch which have done nothi. x 
during the ſame period but wallow 1 in Pacer res. 


WIrII regard to the . of horſes ke 5 


for luxury in this country, I apprehend it can 
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84 J 
not at preſent, with any degree of accuracy be 
aſcertained. However, when the tax impoſed 


on horſes laſt ſeſſion bas been fully carried into 
execution, we Il be able to draw ſome reaſon- 


able conjecture reſpecting the numbers, 1 ſay, 
reaſonable conjecture, for I apprehend even then 
the number of evaſions of the fax, in ſpite of all 


the effarts of the legiſlature, wil deſtroy the cer- 
tainiy of the calculation. However, I will ven- 
ture to put down as an eſtimate, that there are 
not leſs than four hundred thouſand horſes 


kept for the purpoſes of luxury in this kingdom, 


including thoſe for the ſaddie and for draught, 


and that half that number 15 an encre caſe within 
theſe laſt fifty Nn, 


Lr the reader N08 therefore for a moment, 


on the increaſed number of fix hundred thouſand 
for the purpoſes of labour, and two hundred 


thouſand for the purpoſes of luxury, making 
together eight hundred thouſand horſes more 


than was made uſe of in this country fifty years 
ago, and let him alſo conſider hat hories are 
kcpt upon nearly the tame materials as oxen, 
it muſt have ſome fect upon the price of their. 
reciprocal food. Bur this is not all; horſes 
reared for the ſake vi exportation, though they 
render a little teniporar) benefit to the nation 
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by the price they are ſold for in foreign mar- 


kets; yet I apprehend they tend in like man- 


ner as the horſes kepg for luxury at home, to 
enhance the price of food for beaſts; and I 
eſtimate the evil in this manner: few horſes 


reared for exportation, or for the pleaſure of 
gentlemen at home, being of a ſuperior breed, 
are ſold at four years old for leſs than thirty 


guineas a-piece. Now, I will ſuppoſe that the 


ground that wi! rear and maintain a horſe, will 


not rear and maigtain more than wo oxen. 
A mitting that to be che caſe, and the accidents _ 


attending the rearing of either nearly the ſame, 
the farmer ſhould fell his ox at four years old 


for fifreen guineas fo make it as much worth 


his while to rear oxen as to rear thoſe kind of 
Horſes. —And admitting for a noment that the 
horſes fold to forcigners fetched fifty guineas 
a- piece, one with another, which at firſt view 
might appear a conſiderable national benefit, yet 
upon the ſame ground of argument, provided 
ir became general, and there were no waſte lands. 


to breed oxen upon, it would naturally cauſe 


their price to riſe to twenty-five guineas a head; 

and therefore another circumſtance would ariſe, 
namely, that if no waſte lands remained in 

England, no farmer would breed a low priced 


horſe 
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C 86 
horſe for ſale, for the purpoſes of common labour, 
which are now reared on commons; in ſuch 


caſe what is to be done? The 'only remedies 


are, firſt to forbid the exportation of horſes, 


and next to form a ſumptuary law to limit the 


price of horſes uſed at home; remedies which 


I apprehend would be difficult to put into exe- 
cution, becauſe the farmers in Yorkſhire, and 
many other counties where the high priced 
| horſes are bred, would conſider ſuch acts as 
grievances, and threaten their landlords with 


leaving their farms, unlefs the rents were low- 


ered ; for we ſee ſuch reaſons operate reſpecting 
_ almoſt every national regulation: private intereſt 
militates againſt the public good; therefore 
this, I apprehend to be a very ſtrong argument 
ſo far as it goes, againft taking away the re- 
: ſource of waſte lands for the breeding of 


cattle, 


I xx leave to obſerve, that though the facts 


which I have adduced in ſupport of my opi- 
nions in the courſe of theſe ſheets are true; pet 
I Vill not affert the ſame with regard to the ex- 
actneſs of my calculations and eſtimates ; how- 


ever, I am convinced there are no ſuch inaccu- 


racies as can | invalidate my general poſitions. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, an eſtimate according to the meaning of 


the word | is uncertain in its own nature. When f 


I make uſe of eſtimates, I mean them not ſo 
much to prove as to Unftirate. 


| Now, therefore, though [ cannot give e much 
credit to the reaſons for the high price of but- 
chers meat, Which have been cited, viz. the 
great unneceſſary conſumption, becauſe we do 
not find it produces a ſcarcity, which mult be 


the immediate evil reſulting therefrom; nor 


can J attribute it to the encreaſed rents and 
taxes, becauſe we do not find the price of corn 


much affected thereby, nor any other article of 

proviſion in equal degree; . much leſs can I give 
credit to its being owing to a monopoly; be- 
cauſe I am confident no ſuch monopoly does, 
| or ever can exiſt for any length of time, without 
an excluſixe grant for that purpoſe, Yet, I Will 


readily admit, that the great encreaſe of the breed 


and ee horſes, compared with 


former times, may,\very properly, come in for 


a conſiderable ſhare of the blame, becauſe that 


circumſtance interferes greatly with the charges 


of production of butchers meat; and which I lay 
down to be e only baſis on which is founded the 
averaged price of all commodities whatever. 


THERE- 


I 


1 HEREPORE, ſuppoſing for the ſake of illuſtra⸗ | 


tion, that the encreaſed price of butchers meat 
| from three-pence per pound, to five-pence per 
pound, compared wich the price thirty years ago, 
viz. two-pence per pound advanced, is owing to 
the above-mentioned cauſes in the following pro- 
portion.—The riſe of one half-penny per pound 


on account of the increaſed breeding and main- 


| taining of horſes; and one penny half-penny 


on account of the number of commons which 
have been encloſed within theſe thirty years; and 


that ſuppoſition being allowed, the queſtion 


is anſwered at once, What is the cauſe of the 


dearneſs of butchers meat ? moreover, admit- 


ting theſe to be the only, or indeed the princi- 
pal cauſes of that evil, it is a matter of indif- 
' ference to me, what proportions each of them 


bear in producing the evil; therefore I wiſh 
the reader may adopt ſuch Proportion as he 
pleaſes. 


Ix order to compriſe the aforegoing argu- 


ments in as ſmall a compaſs as poſfible, I will 


now ſtate them by way of debtor and creditor, 
in two ſeparate ſtatements, VIZ. 
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N I. Tur conſequences which have already at- 
4 tended the encloſing of commons during the 
ey 


laſt thirty years: 


II. Tux probable conſequences which may 
4 | hereafter attend the enclofing the waſtes fill 
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statement of GREAT BRITAIN's 


CrEpITOR, with ſuch as have 


Lands during theſe laſt thirty 


1. To the nobility, gentry, 
clergy, &c. for the produce 
ariſing from the draining 
and cultivating of bogs, 
fens, marſhes, moors, &c. 
which before they were 


cultivated, were of little 


or no ule, and which may 
be computed at the ſum of 
ie 


11. To ditto, for the nererfed 
produce arifing from the 
cultivation of ſuch lands 
as were formerly made uſe 


of as waſtes for the rear- 


ing of cattle, over and 


Debtor. 
1, 


4, 


above 


preſent Account of DRBTOR and 


| cauſed the Encloſures of Waſte 


Fears. 


By the ſaid nobility, gentry, 
and clergy, for the debt 
due to the farmers, cot- 


tagers, &c. who have been 


deprived by the cultivation 


of the waſtes of the benefits 


they formerly derived there. - 


from, and for which they 
have as yet received no 
compenſation CEE.” 


Bu ditto for the deprivation of 


the means of purchaſing in 


a great meaſure, butchers 
meat, by the poor on ac- 


count of the dearneſs there- 
of, as before ſtated a 


M 2 
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Creditor. 
| 8. | d, 
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e Nation 
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_ Creditor. 
5 To: „ Mo 
By ditto for the tax they have 
impoſed on the inhabitants 
at large, of at leaſt one- 
penny half-penny per pound 
on butchers meat, over and 
above the price thirty years 
ww 


N. B. On a ſuppoſition that there are ten mil- 
lions of inhabitants in Great Britain, and that 
each inhabitant, one with another, conſumes 
one quarter of a pound of meat per day, this tax 
would amount to the nation at large, to the 
enormous ſum of upwards of fifteen thouſand 

pounds per day, or upwards of five millions ſterling 

5 per annum. . 1 
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Waben of GREAT BRITAIN" 8 
CrxzDIToR, with reſpect to the Plan 
Land in caſe that Plan ſhould be 


I. To advantages derived 
from the draining of bogs, 
Kc. that ſtill remained, 
previouſſy to the adopting | 


the oo - - 


II. To the encreaſed pro- 
Ss duce arifing from the cul- 


tivation of the waſte lands, 


over and above the pro- 
duce received therefrom at 
preſent, by rearing cattle, 


&c. on the ſame. N a 


Debtor. 
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future Account of Dx rox and 
of univerſal Cultivation of Waſte 


en 


I. * the debt due to the 
farmers, cottagers, & c. 
who would be deprived by 
the cultivation of the waſte 
lands, of the benefits they 


formerly derived therefrom, 
and for which they juſtly 


claim a compenſation == 


II. By the deprivation of the 


means of purchaſing but- 


chers meat among all the 


lower claſſes of people in 
general, on account of the 
dearneſs thereof, it being | 
upwards of nine-pence per 
pound 3 8 — my 


Is 


Creditor. 
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g per annum 


Ilions ſterlin 
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N. B. Tnksk profits Mr. Lamport has com- 


puted at twelve m 


1 


f moſt of the waſte lands, com- 


pared with thoſe at preſent in cult 


ity o 


hended that his calculat 


is appre 
too high. 


1 


but as he has made no allowance for the infe- 
rior qua 
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III. By declenfion of our 
manufactures, on account 
of the dearneſs of provifion 


IV. By the ſums remitted 


abroad for the import of 


lean beaſts, in order to keep 
down the price OS 


v. By the tax or encreaſed 


high price of butchers meat 
four-pence hulf- penny 


per pound, more than it was 


when the act took place for 


the univerſal cultivation of 
the waſte lands - „ 


VI. By the advanced price of 
horſes for labour, and of 
courſe of labour itſelf — 

VII. By the loſs the nation 


would ſuſtain by the dimi- 


ni”1-d quantity of wool and 
hides produced, becauſe as 


the lower clailes of people 
would be deprived of the 


means of eating beef or 


- mutton, it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that there would 


nt be above one third part 
ot the oxen and ſheep bred 
in this country as at preſent 
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WIrE many other diſad vantageous articles 


too tedious to mention. To the articles 
which have been inſerted, I have omitted to add 


any ſpecific eſtimated ſum, leaving the reader 


to fill up the blanks agreeable to his own 


judgment or fancy, and then- let him ftrike 
the balance of profit and loſs, that he may in 


ſome meaſure be able to form an opinion on 
the ſubject.— There is one article in each of 
the above ſtatements, which muſt ſtrike the 


reader equally with myſelf: In the firſt eſtimate 


| - have ſtated, that the preſent high price of 
| butchers meat compared with the price it ſold 


for thirty years ago, viz. an encreaſe of up- 


wards of one-penny half-penny per pound, ope- 


rates as a tax upon the nation, equal to the 


annual ſum of five millions, or about equal to 
the amount of all the taxes impoſed on the 
nation for the purpoſes of carrying on the late 
unhappy American war. — Will not the reader 


join with me in exclaiming, how is it poſſible | 
for any nation to bear ſuch rapid accumula- 
tions of national burthens ?—Yet, if my poſi- 
tions be true, we are continuing to frame new 
acts of parliament every year, in order till 


to accumulate on the nation freſh burthens. 
1 apprehend that the general encloſures of the 
waſte lands added to the encreaſed breed of 


horſes, 


2 

5 
"DF 
: 


E 9 7 


horſes, would ſoon cauſe butchers meat to be as 


dear, and conſequently become as great æ lux- 


ury, as cod, turbot, or veniſon are now at the 
London market.—In that caſe, could it be ſup- 


poſed that our manufacturers and labourers 


would remain in this country, to work merely 
for bread? Surely no! Unleſs ſome eloquent Bra- 
mins ſhould emigrate from India, by order of the 
governments at Bengal, Madraſs, &c. and pro- 
pagate the Gentoo faith among our common 


people; then indeed ſhould they adopt that reli- 


gion, they might ſtay at home, becauſe they 


would think it a ſin to make uſe of any animal 


food. 


| HowEvER, as I ſhould be ſorry to omit no- 
ticing any argument, which, when hereafter 


urged, might ſeem to diſprove my poſitions, I 


will obſerve, that it may be ſaid, the poor 
might be fed on pork, which appears from 
ancient writings to have been almoſt the ſole 
animal food of our anceſtors ſome centuries 
back; the food for which animals, at that time, 


was chiefly graſs and acorns, which at preſent 


is not the caſe; and though at this time ſome 
hogs may be maintained on waſte lands, yet 
for the moſt part they are kept by the offal corn 
ſcattered in farm yards, therefore if there were 
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more lands cultivated for corn, more of ſuch 
offi! would be produced, and of courle a greater 
plenty of hogs at as low a price as, or per- 
haps lower than, at preſent. It may alſo poſſibly 
be ſaid, though as to cows and ſhœep, according 
to the Present modœof rearing and fatt- dog them, 
it is true they muſt have a range of paſture dur- 
ing the ſummer months at leaſt, which has been 
practiſed in this country in every age, yet there 
is no abſolute neceffity of continuing that mode. I 
will in ſome meaſure allow the juſtneſs of the 


obſervation reſpecting oxen and cows, for 1 
have been convinced by experience, that ? 


cattle may be maintained and fattened merely 


by firaw and corn; for I have becn an eye 
witneſs of the fact, in Spain and Portugal, and 


in other countries where the nature of the foil 
and the intenſe heat of the ſun prevents the 
graſs from growing ſulliciently long to ſerve 
as food for oxen during the ſummer months. 
But perhaps our preſent brecd of caitle bcing 


accuſtomed to another mode of living during 


the ſummer might not thrive ſo well by fuch 


food. However, I am inclined to think, that 
if ſuch dry food was mixed with turnips, cab- 


bages, carrots, &c. they might when once 
uſ.d to it thrive very well. Be that hoy ever 
as it may, I am perſuaded it would be very 


difficult to perſuade. the Engliſh farmers in 


general 


RF 
general to adopt ſuch mode, and till that mode 


be generally adopted, the mere pan Will 
render us little ſervice. 


Wirth + regard t to ſheep, I do not recollect to 
have obſerved them to have been ſtall-fed in 
ann country during the whole year. I can 
aver io far as my own perſonal knowledge goes, 
there are no other means practiſed of rearing and 
maintaining them during the ſummer months 
at lcaſt, than that of allowing them to ſeek 
their ſubſiſtence at large, on either cultivated 
Or walte lands. 


Now reſpecting the breeding of pork and the 
future price thereof, in caſe all the waſte lands 
ſhould be encloſed; I admit there is, at firſt 
view, confiderable weight in that argument: but 
when we conſider that one article of proviſion 
advancing in price, makes the reſt of the ar- 
tic'es rife in nearly the ſame proportion, which 
daily experience verifies ; it is reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that pork, in caſe the price of other 
proviſion thould much encreaſe, the price of that 


article of proviſion alſo would increaſe in like 


proportion, therefore the extraordinary food for 
thole animals in conſequence of univerſal culti- 
| vation, com pared with the preſent, might perhaps 
be 
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be only an additional advantage to the farmers, 
without being a public benefit n the 


general price of proviſion. 


ADMITTING then ; that butchers meat would 
be at the price of nine-pence half-penny per 


pound, that is four-pence half-penny dearer 
than at preſent, and an equal conſumption as 


now, 1t would then follow, that if my calcula- 


tion be true as ſtated in my firſt eſtimate, VIZ. 
that the preſent encreaſed price of one- -penn) 
| half-penny operates as a tax on the public, to 
the amount of five millions flerling per annum, then 
it will naturally follow that the four-pence half- 
: penny in addition would make ſtill an encreaſed 
burthen of fifteen millions flerling per annum ;—a 
frightful calculation indeed ! But as I have al- 
ready obſerved, that the lower claſſes of people 


would be in a great meaſure deprived of the 


means of eating butchers meat, there would 
not probably then be more than one third part 
_conſumed as is at preſent; therefore, in that 
caſe, the eſtimate of fifteen millions per annum 
ſhould be reduced to only five millions per an- 
num, and which annual ſum would then fall 
entirely upon the higher claſſes of people; a bur- 
then ſo great, that I ſhould not apprehend the 
people of this country, however opulent they 

„ may 
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may be imagined to be, would be able to bear; 
eſpecially when the already preſent ineumbrances 
are e taken into conſideration. 


„ * 


Wu 1 obſerve my countrymen view, with 
_ calmneſs and apparent unconcern, theſe impend- 
ing evils, by gradual ſteps approaching them, 
| I cannot help recollecting the old ſtory of the 
Iriſhman in the packet-boat, who upon being 
told that the ſhip was ſinking, very compoſedly 
replied, what is that to me, 1 am only a 25 

: eager? 


I APPREHEND that the reader will willingly 
allow, that the encreaſed price impoſed on any 
3 article of life is a grievance, and to the in- 
8 1 » dividual who is obliged to pay that advanced 
= price, it 1s an equal grievance, as if it aroſe 
from a tax or duty en impoſed by the 
legiſlature. 


However excellent in general our ſyſtem of 
government may be, yet it certainly gives great 
ſcope for individual intereſts to erte the 

general good. 


Ir the nobility, gentry, and clergy, who 
in conjunction with the King, form the body 
Cr, | of 
> 3 


E ie 
of the legiſlature, ſhould, aſſiſted by the law- 
yers, be actuated by individual intercits, con- 
trary to the general national good, what benefit 
do we derive from our ſo much boaſted ſy— 
ſtem of government ? In ſhort, what have the = 
people of this country to apprehend in a length = 
of time, but a worſe fituation than if they were 
governed by even an abſolute monarch ? For, 
ho vever wicked he may be, provided he has 
common lente, he muſt certainly wiſh the pro- 
0 ſperity of his people, if it be only to gratify 
it his avarice or ambition, in plundering them 
1 from time to time of their property. — But a 
| King of this couniry cannot plunder his ſubjects; 
nor can he paſs any law for the benefit of his 
1 ſubjects, without the approbation and conſent 
| of the Lords and Commons; conſequently, 
: _ parliaments being his adviſers in every national 
. regulation, ſhould thoſe adviſers be in gene— 
ll ral more actuated by individual advantages, 
* than by the motives of public good; in 
what reſpect are we better, nay, in what reſpect 
are we not worſe, than if we were under an ab- 
ſolute enen ? 
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? IwovLD not have the reader i imagine that : 3 
"1 | 

| = am now pleading in favour of monarchy ; there 
1 is not an Engliſhman who admires or wiſhes to 


Jups 85 


EE Be. 
ſupport or maintain the conſtitution of this 
country more than myſelf, I mean only to 
ſuggeſt to the people who now compoſe the le- 


giſlature, that I apprehend they are miſled re- 


ſpecting the encloſing of waſte lands, and to re- 


commend to them to inveſtigate this ſubject 


more e fully than hitherto, 


I pass over ſuch whoſe only aim 1s to ſatisfy 
their love of temporary power, or to acquire 
wealth for their momentary wants, convenien- 


cies, or pleaſures, however great their abilities 


are acknowledged to be; but I would with 
to addreſs myſelf to thoſe who have a more 
ſolid ambition, namely, that of acquiring and 


eſtabliſhing permanent and opulent fortunes and 
noble families; I defire them to confider the 
grounds on which their object of encloſing waſte | 


lands is founded, before they proceed further 


in their ſyſtem of conduct. For if the wars 
whereby they acquire their zomnal wealth tend 


to depreciate the intrinſic value of that wealth, 
the acquirement is in a great meaſure an im- 


aginary benefit, as the means defeat the end and 


FRI" 


ASI ek this to be the caſe, bean 
the encloſures of waſte lands ; I with the nobi- 
ity, gentry, Clergy, &c. poſſeſſed of. landed 
2 Pro- 
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property, to reflect a moment, and perceive that 


the rental of an eſtate, however punctually paid, 
is of no further value than the number or quan- 
tity of commodities it can for the time being 
procure. And if the neceſſaries of life are, by 


their ill conduct, rendered 7zvice as dear as for- 


merly, they, although the rentals of their eſtates 


may be encreaſed one third, are yet not gainers 


but loſers by ſuch encreaſed rentals. Let 
them alſo conſider what I have ſtated, and I be- 
lieve truly ſtated, that the encreaſed price of 


butchers meat during the laſt thirty years, ope- 
rates as a national grievance, nearly equal to 
all the taxes impoſed on the nation during the 
late American war, viz. about five millions feerling 
per annum. Let them dwell upon that ſubject 


for ſome time, it is a conſideration too impor- 


tant to be neglected ; and then form their opt- 
nions on the cauſes thereof. 


I BELIEVE that in a preceding part of this 


work it has already been obſerved, that it 1s 


a faſhionable aſſertion, that commons in their pre- 
ſent ſlate are productive of much evil and no good, 


therefore I fear many readers will be prejudiced 


againſt the truth of the poſitions here laid down. 
And if the higher claſſes of people in general 


are determined to ſet their faces againſt convic- 


tion, 


1 

tion, and unite in ſaying, delenda eff Carthago, 
there muſt be no waſte lands, my efforts in their de- 
fence will prove fruitleſs. I am ſorry to ſay, 
that many converſations I have had with gen- 
tlemen on the ſubject, have thus abruptly finiſh- 
ed. That ſuch doctrine ſhould have been propa- 
_ gated and adopted among the ſuperior ranks of 
people in point of property, general knowledge, 
and of courſe influence is not matter for wonder; 
they for the moſt part, Tapprehend have been bi- 
aſſed by a perſpective viewof perſonal advantages 
accruing to themſelves by the encloſing of com- 
mons, viz. the people of large landed property, 
the clergy and lawyers in general — the firſt 
claſs, becauſe the encloſures will probably ren- 
der them greater rentals. To the ſecond it may 
afford an encreaſe of tythes; and to the third, 
a multiplicity of buſineſs reſpecting leaſes, &c. 

and while theſe formidable bodies are united to- 
gether, to turn a deaf ear to the reaſons of the 
tarmer and the murmurs of the poor, we may 
ſtill expect to ſec every ſeſſion freſh violations of 
the natural rights of the cottagers, and the le- 
| gal rights of the ſmall frecholders and copy- 
holders; a ſpecies of legal rapine juſtified by acts 
of the legiſlature, under the plauſible pretext of 
public good. It may indeed be laid, that what 


people conſent to give up, cannot be deen ied an 
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act of violence, and the law declares that the 


conſent of three fourths of the inhabitants, in 


reſpect to number and value of poſſeſſion muſt 
be firſt obtained before any ſuch act can paſs. 


But this I apprehend to be mere ſophiſtry, for 


thoſe muſt be very obſtinate or very ignorant, who 
will not allow that coaxing, bribing, and threat- 
ening, together with many other arts, which ſu- 


periors make uſe of, will very often induce the 
inferiors to give conſent to things, which they 
are convinced will be to their future diſadvan- 


tage. I believe few or no encloſures have bcen 


made of late years, excepting marſhes, bogs, 


fens, &c. on account of the public good; and 


indeed it is doutbful whether even thoſe ſervices, 


although they are undoubtedly a public good, 3 


were executed merely from that motive. But 
I am convinced that no waſte lands which af- 
forded a ſound wholeſome dry herbage, were 


ever encloſed with the real approbation of the 
inferior inhabitants in any pariſh in England, E 
and ſuch are undoubtedly the majority in point 
of number in every pariſh. 


I vNDERSTAND that it has alſo been the 


faſhion among gentlemen of late years, to affert 
that all the cottagers are raſcals and ſcoundrels, 


and chat cottages on commons ſerve only as 
dens > 
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dens to breed up thieves. That there are many 


ſcoundrels among them, I will readily allow; and 
I believe the ſame may be ſaid as truly of every 


claſs of people in this courtry. That perhaps may 


be denied, however, I alſo believe, that though 
their knowledge is v ry limited compared to the 


ſuperiorclaſles of mankind, yet their minds are as 


cl:ar in what they know, and are poſſeſſed of as 


much natural ſagacity, honeſty, and induſtry, as 


any other claſſes of people in the nation. I ſuſpect 


ſome of my readers may laugh at the affertion, 
but an old writer who I apprehend knew more 
of the diſpoſition of the Engliſh clown, than all 
the modern writers on farming, hath ſaid, © He 
that will be beaten with brains ſhall never wear any 
thing handſome about him ;” therefore J ſay, let 
them laugh on; and I will ſtill further ſound the 
praiſes I think the clowns juſtly merit. The man- 
ners of a true Engliſh clown or cottager uncor- 
rupted by the vices found in cities and great 
towns, I believe, are very little known by gen- 
| tlemen in general. It is not to be learnt by 
caſually converſing with @ London vulgar, though 
he may have been born in the country; nor men 
of the ſame ſpecies to be found in other great 
towns, nor is it by the behaviour and converſa- 
tion of the domeſtic ſervants in the houſes of 
People of fortune, nor even by thoſe clowns 


uſually 
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uſually met with at inns and other public-houſes 
on the high-roads, or the places adjacent 
throughout Great Britain, much leſs thoſe 


lurching fellows, whom almoſt every country 
affords, and are fo uſeful to gentlemen on their 


ſporting parties, who in general are known in 


their neighbourhood to be the moſt idle raſcals 


in the pariſhes wherever they live. No, ſhould 


a gentleman with to know the diſpoſition of a 


real clown, let him reſide for ſome time in the 


retired parts of England, where the cottagers 


are ſtill uncorrupted by the commercial refine- 


ments of modern times, and endeavour by a 


free and affable behaviour and converſation to 


learn the diſpoſition and opinions of the clowns 


he there may find. And then I apprehend, if 
he be a man of penetration and candour, he will 
acknowledge that he has met with clowns who 
deſerve a much better character than is uſually 
| beſtowed upon them, and that they are far from 
being deſtitute of the natural honeſt feelings of 
humanity.—Reader, do not miſtake me, I am 
only an advocate for the honeſt induſtrious 
clown. TI will not at preſent enquire into the 


moral or phyſical cauſes, why it ſhould run in 
the blood of ſome families among the clowns, 
to be generally idle and vicious, in other fami- 


lies to be in general honeſt and induſtrious, a 


fact, 
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fact, however, which I have frequently obſerved, 


and which I doubt not to be the caſe through- 
out England; yet I am convinced that the 


_ Englith clowns in general are inclined to be 
honeſt and induftrious, rather than to be idle 
and diſhoneſt; and for the moſt part I am apt 
to believe that it is either the ill uſage or 


bad example of ſuch as deem themſelves their 


ſuperiors, rather than their own natural feelings 


and inclinations, which induce them to deviate 
from honeſty, I have known clowns of ſuch 


ſtern virtue, that being deprived by accidents 
of the means of earning their livelihood, have 
patiently remained in their cottages in the cold 
winter months, deſtitute of victuals or fire, ra- 
ther than rob their neighbour of a chicken, or 
a farmer's hedge of a ſtake. Perhaps it may be 
ſaid that ſuch circumſtances of diſtreſs can ſel- 


dom, if ever, happen to an induſtrious pauper, 


becauſe the poor-laws have made a proviſion 


for them in caſe of ſickneſs or other accidents. 


In my pariſh laſt year, an induſtrious family 
with four children, the eldeſt only twelve years 
of age, would probably have been ſtarved had 
it not been for the private charity of ſome in- 


dividuals, who accidentally heard of their di— 


ſtreſs —The huſband and wife belonged to a 
| Pariſh about twenty miles diſtant, therefore, 
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f the pariſh in which they reſided would not afford 
b if . them aſſiſtance. The wife having been brought 
— to bed of a child a few days before her huſ- 
band's illneſs, 2nd he lying at the point of death 
with a putrid fever; a removal to their own 
pariſh would probably have been attended with 
almoſt immediate death. Beſides, 1 have fur- 
ther to obſerve, that the ill treatment paupers Y 
frequently ſuffer in pariſh work-houſes is ſo x 
great, that they as much dread entering them, _ . 
as even being ſent to a gaol.— The wife of a 4 
cottager, who has conſtantly worked for me N 
many years paſt, was bed-ridden for twelve 
months, and was, during the whole of that time, 
attended by a nurſe, and frequently by an apo- 
thecary; the expence of which run away with 
the greateſt part of her huſband's weekly earn- 
ings, inſomuch that I underſtood that he ex- 
| |  .. pended for his own living ſcarcely one groat 
a day, though I allowed bim eighteen-pence 
108 per day, I ſaid to him, as your wife is a pa- 
riſhoner, I wonder you do not apply to the pa- 
Triſh for relief. He anſwered, I have applied, and 
the officers will allow me nothing for her, but they 
ſaid, if I would ſend her to them, they would take 
care of her; but I will live upon bread and water 
for ſeven years, rather than ſhe ſhall die by ill treat- 
ent in a par] iſp ene Perhaps this may be 
8 called 
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„ 3 
called pride; however, it is a kind of pride 
which the moſt induſtrious poor are the moſt 
liable to entertain. 


I Have now ſeveral cottagers at my farm 
whom I have conſtantly employed for ſome _ 
years paſt, and who enjoy the right of common 
in the manner which I have before deſcribed. — 
Theſe labourers I take a pleaſure in encourag- 
ing. Ifrankly own to the reader, that I not only 
find a pleaſure, but alſo an advantage in it, be- 
cauſe I can more ſafely rely on the induſtry and 
Integrity of ſuch who have ſome degree of pro- 
perty and character to loſe, and who, perhaps, 
may alſo have a diſtant proſpect ſome time or 
other of becoming farmers themſelves, than the 
Poor devil who is deſtitute of every kind of pro- 
perty, and whoſe only hope is to be able to work, 
and thereby to gain a ſubſiſtence from day to 
day, as a ſlave as long as he lives. I find in gene- 
ral, a greater emulation to do their duty in thoſe 
young men who have a little property, than the 
others, and I conſider emulation to be the root 
of both public and private virtue, I alſo ap- 
prehend, that any man elevated to a fituation 
ſuperior to that of the cottagers, and having in- 


dercourſe with them, who thinks and acts other- 


Wiſe, is both cen and tyrannical. He is 
P ignorant, 
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ignorant, becauſe a young labouring man's 


exertions in work, when by his maſter's good 
uſage he is encouraged, he reckons nothing; 
for he works with good will; but he grudges 


every ſervice to a maſter who treats him with 


churliſhneſs; and to ſuppoſe that a clown ought 
to ſerve his maſter. merely from fear, is a tyran- 


nical idea, unworthy the breaſt of any one who 


aſſumes the character of a gentleman, 


I vo not pretend to poſſeſs more humanity 


than my neighbours, nor do I mean here to ap- 


peal to the paſſions of mankind on a ſubject 


which demands the moſt unbiaſſed and delibe- 


rate judgement. | I mean merely to ſtate facts 


as they are, and then to leave reaſon, not paſſion 
or prejudice, to decide upon the queſtion; there- 
fore though the comforts and other excitements 


to induſtry, which the clowns derive, as I have 
before ſtated, from their right of commonage on 
waſte lands, may perhaps operate on the minds 


of ſome of ſuperior rank and great ſenſibility, 


ſo as to inſpire them with a wiſh that the 


clowns ſhould ſtill continue to be equally. 
happy as heretofore, namely, that they ſhould be 
able by the means of thoſe commons, together 


with the induſtry of themſelves, their wives and 
children, to rear up their families in comfort and 


credit, 


Ek 1 


credit, and to lay up a little ſtore of wealth 


for their ſupport in old age; without being 


burthenſome to a pariſh ; and alſo at their death 


to leave a little property behind them for their 


children: yet, perhaps theſe circumſtances 
ought not to weigh much in the preſent argu- 
ment. However, I cannot but own, that I my- 


ſelf have ſome degree of pleaſure in finding a 


cottager poſſeſſed of the means of making a gift 


to a new born child of a live ewe lamb as her 


portion; becauſe I have known inſtances, when 
a lucky child hath found itſelf, at ten or twelve 
years of age, hereby in poſſeſſion of, perhaps, 


half a dozen, or half a ſcore ewes and wethers, 


the produce of whoſe wool, &c. bath found the 


child in pocket-money, till ſhe has arrived to 
eighteen or twenty years of age; this little 


flock, together with her other little earnings, 


has ſerved as a portion with her to an induftri— 


ous young man, who marries her; and Which 


has greatly contributed to ſupport them and 


their children: but the diſpoſition of clowns is 
a ſubject of great extent; and therefore I may 


poſſibly hercafter treat it fein more fully. 


Ir what I have here ſtated ſhould appear to 
1 world to be truth, I ſhall be happy; not 
from a ſuppoſition that I have a right to claim 


merit from the inveſtigation, for I well know the 


1 2 5 truths. 
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truths I have ſet forth are equally obvious to, 
and as well undefſtood by, not only every far- 
mer in my neighbourhood, but almoſt every 
cottager who works under the farmer. No, 
my happineſs would ariſe merely from the ſup- 
Poſition, that in that caſe, this work might 
tend to open the eyes of the legiſlature reſpeQ- 
ing the future regulations of the ſyſtem of agri- 
culture in this country; but as Taſſo makes 
his lover to ſay, 


Bramo aſſai, 1 ſpero, e nulla chiegg *, 


I nave profeſſed mayielf t to be a Runner, and 

1 glory in the title, and as ſuch I write; how- 
ever, thoſe who pay more regard to what ſpecu - 
lative writers may deliver on that ſubject, than 
what farmers may fet forth thereon, will pro- 

bably hold me very cheap when 1 make this 
declaration. 


Hon be that as it may, in order to in- 
duce my readers to believe that I have not been 
actuated by ſelf- intereſt in this publication, 1 

very truly aſſure them, that as an individual, 

J confider the further encloſures of waſte lands 

throughout Great Britain, to be rather a benefit 
than an jury to myſelf ; ee apprehend, 


* ] wiſh much, hope little, and require nothing. 
from 


E 


from certain particular Sund, thoſe 


waſte lands wherein I am moſt particularly in- 


tereſted, will never be encloſed but by a general 
act of parliament for that purpoſe, which God 

. forbid ſhould ever happen! and I conſider, the 
more the waſtes are encloſed, the more valuable 


thoſe ſtill remaining will be to ſuch as have a 
right of common thereon; that is to ſay, in 


proportion to the encreaſed price of lean cattle ;_ 


becauſe, ſhould the encloſures go on to ſuch a 


degree as to cauſe the greater part of the cattle 
to be reared on encloſed grounds, for which 


high rent is paid ; I apprehend, the commons 


then remaining would be of little or no benefit 
to the public at large, reſpecting the price of 
butchers meat, but merely a partial benefit to 


ſuch individuals as may hereafter have a right 


01 commonage on the waſte lands then remain 
ing; for it is evident, that when thoſe who 
then ſhould have a right of common ſhould 
drive their cattle to a fair for ſale, they would : 
not abate one ſix-pence of the market price, on 

account of their beaſts having been bred on a 


common, for which they pay no reat, conſequently 


the advanced price would be fo much clear gain 
to them, over and above their former profits. 


BETORE 1 take leave of the ater, I beg 
to make ſtill another remark, VIZ, The inhabi- 
tants 
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tants of France are ſubſiſted reſpecting animal 
food, much more by the cattle raiſed and fed 
on commons or waſte lands, than by the lands 
in cultivation; and ſhould the court of Ver— 
ſailles adopt a plan ſimilar to that which Mr. 
Lamport has recommended, I am perſuaded, 
_ conſidering the poverty of the farmers, the 
high taxations of the government, the op- 
preſſions of their landlords, and the low ſtate 
of the art of agriculture in that country in 
general, the poor would in conſequence of the 


high price of butchers. meat, be in danger 
of int 1 ? 


I nor when the combined circumſtances I 
have ſtated relative to the conſequences of en- 

cloſing. the waſtes, are duly conſidered, ſome 
gentlemen may become converts to my opinion, 


and if I ſind hereafter that the atoregoing ſheets 
tend to any good purpoſe, I may on a future 


occaſion, give ſome further thoughts on other 
branches of agriculture, which are not touched 
on herein; particularly among other things on 


the beſt means of improving waſte lands, on the 


ſuppoſition they are {till to remain as commons; 
and alſo on the farther improvement of the 
encloſed grounds and common fields now in 
cultivation; in the mean time, I recommend the : 
| preſent work to the readers moſt ſerious confides 


ration. 
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7 HE Fditor begs leave to remind the 
reader, that he has occupied a farm for 

many years paſt, but as he has alſo at the” 
ſame time been frequently abſent from it by 


his avocations in London and elſewhere ; he 
cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have ſuch 


accurate knowledge and extenſive experience, 


as his friend has diſplayed in the courſe of his 


treatiſe, Yet, however, he has the means of 


making himſelf acquainted in ſome degree 


with the opinions of the farmers in his neigh- 


bourhood. He, upon enquiry, finds that they 


almoſt unanimouſly adopt the opinions of the 
writer of the aforegoing ſheets ; as will appear 
by the following repreſentation made ſome few 
months fince by a number of farmers againſt 


encloſing the waſte lands conſiſting of upwards 
of one thouſand five hundred acres, and the 


common fields, belonging to a pariſh not many 
miles from the Editor's country reſidence.— 


The property of that pariſh is divided into 


many hands, and therefore the opinion of one 
or a few could not govern the opinions of. the 


whole ; the repreſentation was as follows. 
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c 0 E the under- written the Freeholders, 
“ Copyholders, Leaſeholders, and W 
c the Inhabitants of che Pariſh of * 
6 in the County Of — ben k leave 4 
«.to ſet forth, e 


A 


% Thar although the encloſing of bogs 
de and other uſeleſs lands in this kingdom may 
« be highly beneficial; yet we apprehend the 
ce encloſing wood-lands, and ſound land fit 
for paſturage now lying as commons to the 
various pariſhes in England, more particu- 
06 larly thoſe which belong to the pariſh of 
—— i high detrimental tor the 
Ny following reaſons, —and, 


&« J. That the vedio and rearing of cattle | 
on commons where no rent is paid for the 
c ſame, in preference to the rearing them in 
« encloſed paſtures, ſet at a high rent, tends 
© to keep down the price of lean cattle, — _ 
« And we allo apprehend, that the price of : 
« ſuch ſtock being now near one hundred per 
cent. dearer than twenty years ago, is owing 
c chiefly to the late encloſing of commons and 
« waſte lands throughout the kingdom, and 
cc which has of courſe raiſed the price of but- 


chers | | 


xc 


£6 


E 11 


chers meat near two-pence in 4 4 pound more 


than formerly. 


c TI, That the wood-lands in the ſaid pariſh, 


provided they are not grubbed up, being 
well ſtocked with thriving young oaks, may, 
and certainly will, if properly managed, be 
not only a ſource of timber for the navy in 
a future time, but alſo a conſtant benefit to 
the pariſh by the ſale thereof, for the relief 


of the Pariſh rates. 


« III. That arovided the ſaid common be 
encloſed, many hundreds of poor inhabitants 


in the ſaid pariſh will be reduced to diftreſs ; 


as they will be deprived of their preſent bene- 
fit of rearing horned cattle, pigs, &c. and 
furniſhing themſelves with fuel in the winter, 
Kc. and the conſequences will be immedi- 
ately felt by the pariſh at large; by the en- 


creaſe of the poors rates, the breaking and 


carrying away hedges and other petty larce- : 
' nies, that the diſtreſſes of the poor will re- 


duce them to; and which is and muſt always 


be experienced where the poor have not 
commons and wood lands to aſſiſt them,— _ 
And in ſhort, we cannot ſee any benefit to 
the nation in general, nor to any individual, 


wil! ariſe by encloſing the ſaid common, ex- 
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% England, and has made his obſervations on 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


((c 
cc from weeds, and quality of grain.— And 


c this we apprehend to be owing, in a great 
cc 


CE 


cc 


BB 
cept to the land-owners, who may thereby 


be enabled to raiſe their rents at the expence 
and detriment of the i at e 


c AND in reſpect to the inclofing of corn 


© fields which lie in common, we apprehend 
cc 


that any perſon who has travelled much over 


© the ſubject, muſt give the preference in ge- 
neral to the crops of corn in common fields 


to thoſe in incloſures in point of clearneſs 


meaſure to the encloſed farmer having it 


more in his power to be a ſloven than thoſe 
who hold lands in common fields mixed 


with their neighbours ; and alſo that hedges 


* and-trees are great enemies to the growth of 
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Sehn. 
6 18th October, an 


Is conſequence of this paper being delivered 
to the various Frecholders, Copyholders, and 
other Inhabitants of that pariſh, previouſly to 
the parochial convention held for the purpoſe 
of conſidering upon the propriety of incloſing 
the waſte lands and common fields in the ſaid 


pariſh, 
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pariſh, which was announced! in a pompous man- 
ner by printed notifications publiſhed by a ſet 
of people who fancied they might be benefited 
thereby, the moſt numerous veſtry was aſſem- 
| bled, conſiſting of gentry, farmers, cottagers, 
and other inhabitants, &c. that ever was known 
in that pariſh within the memory of man: every 
thing, (notwithſtanding the multitude aſſem- 
bled) was conducted in the moſt peaceable 
and quiet manner; and after the perſon who 
moved for the meeting had delivered his opi- 
nions reſpecting the incloſure, and a little con- 
verſation being held upon the ſubject; the 
queſtion was put, Whether it would be proper to 
incloſe the waſte ground of that pariſh there was 
but one hand held up for the incloſure, which 
was the perſon who propoſed the queſtion. 
Another queſtion being afterwards propoſed, 
Whether it be the opinion of the veſtry that the 
' evaſte lands ſhould remain unincloſed ? there was 
_ a univerſal holding up of hands, except by the 
perſon who moved for the incloſure, with an 
almoſt univerſal huzza of triumph, frequently 
repeated. 


Tur Editor cannot omit making a further 
remark, before he takes leave of the reader, 
Viz. untill he had been a practical farmer for 
„ 


E | 
ſome time, he entertained the general opinion 
adopted among gentlemen, that ſuffering waſte 
lands to lye uncultivated was injurious to the 
nation ; and when he travelled over a dreary 
and, what he imagined to be, a uſeleſs com- 
mon, he lamented that the legiſlature ſhould 
neglect to cauſe thole waſte lands to be ren- 
dered in an equally beautiful and rich ſtate of 
cultivation as the adjacent encloſures ; upon a 
ſuppoſition that it would not only add to the 
beauty of the country; but alſo to the general : 
benefit, becauſe he thought the more plenty 
there was, the more bleſſings the nation would 
enjoy; ; but after much experience and an accu— 
rate examins tion of the fubject; he found waſte 
grounds of greater ueility than he had appre- 
hefided, And after perufal of this treatiſe in 
manuſcript, he ſaw their uſes in a much ſtronger 
light than they bad ever before appeared to 
him. However, as he 1 is ſenſible that thoſe who 
adopt an hypotheſis, are frequently apt to be 
too ſanguine reſpecting the truth thercof ; he 
wiſhes to referve his opinion on the matters 
contained in the toregoing thects, until he has 
received further information on the ſubject, 


